
'IvtmHt kilted Labuitn prisoners' 






fa UC ImraluM of 

- fM| ^- - 2* * "fa* •»«■** escecpfa tram fee dbxj at the 

A r .Pfal teak part fa the h— #w fa Ac 

toJb-L vSJ.?? -1 ** Al *? rtta f^ *® 4* *«7» farat* fortes tended Stdon 
m wpaM y, with the Up of famn, MeMUw 

”^ * j r^ *** w ' *•* W pefaooer* were held an i 
* aucfcwl fa Sldao far three dtp fa swdterhs bat, thdr 
^ *> wfaer tr food, IlMHLCfaZSd dxy, 
whi ordered fa be* primfcre. Ai a mmK of 
<fay»» cad, Butwh n r fal “l never aw 
, .: -^Baffbeface. I nrrerBa d mtimil ^ t *» taawf a 

g^;j^iaaraasaa;r 3 :!; 

” "? 7- ottkar was faterriewed by Hmteshat bat Mfced m* to be 

now a jmUc Bgmn fa Awpe* nufad with fee* 


ri fa» fa» pfa di 
fas hcfafa«. 



Kaddoami mw tt Chinese minister 


BEIJING CAP) — The ttndar at the Palestine Uwrathn Orgaafestloa's 
fdMcd dtpsr fau c ui , Farogfc K w hlown i l , toid Orintlt oflldah Friday tto 
neat devdopaatuftt fa the MldAe Eaet threaten the sefcty of Arab states. 
Tk-cOdri Tfafatl new* agency qnofad K adk tnpmi as saying tbc can-art 
Mdde Eaet ilft l u a was dhtniWag Be said farad was hrroreifa g 
facreadodj ohatfaatr fa reject** FLO cab for an fa rtc rnt to M l confer- 
ence to settle the Ptfectfafaa tone. “The safety of the Arab states is betag 
threatened,” Xhrtma p ara g rap hed hhn m saying in a meettog with Chinese 
FordgB Mfalster Qin Qkheau Qhoi readBnoMd Cktaa's ‘‘dose ties*' to the 
FLO, Xfafaaa add, and ullfcfauil brad’s a rt tlc T n cTit of Jewish immigrants 
la thr nrraplrd trrrttnrln an ih ilsliflliliir “Ttea kad drawn concern from 
(be hterttartaital aMBnmrtty,” Xlnhna quoted Qian as saying. Xinhua sakjl 
r " 111 " 1111 and aides a»lml Thursday for a six-day vWt as Qian’s gnests, 
bnt did not say wfad the porp o ac at the visit was or wbat other subjects 
,wtn ilaconcd. A pmsflde topic is the recent opening In Beijing of a Baboo 
afawj of Sciences and Hnmantttes, which reportedly 
from at least one Arab country. 
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Pakistani Islamic 
judge arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pakistani 
Chief Islamic Justice Jamal 
Mohammad Khan arrived here’ 
F^day on a several-day official 
visit to Jordan for talks with the 
nrimstere of justice, awqaf imH 
Islamic affairs ami a number of 
senior officials on means of 
lengthening bilateral coopera- 
tion in the fields of Islamic j u ris - 
diction, laws and regulations. 

Lower House 
meets today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament convenes 
Saturday to discuss a rating by the 
higher council for the interpreta- 
tion of the constitution that the 
Lower House is not authorised to 
discuss die case of retiring the 
chief of the Audit Bureau mitww 
a royal decree adds the issue to 
the agenda of the House’s current 
extraordinary session. The House 
will also disawas die decisions 
adopted by both the legal and 
educational committees on the 
higher education and muvexsities 
laws. 

Crisis hits 
Indian government 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Three 
government minis ters resigned on 
Friday^ catapulting - die minority 
government of Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh into its deepest crisis 
since it came to power last year. 
Press Trust of India said Com- 
merce Minister Arun Nehru, 

Energy Minister ArifMbhammad 

Ehaw and Junior Tourism Minis- 
ter Satpal Malik bad submitted 
their resignation to Singh. 

Sharaa sees end 
to Iraq-Syrla rift. 

CAIRO (R) — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farooq Al Sharaa said in 
remarks published Friday his. 
coaatry!s long-standing, rift with 
Iraq would eventually be healed. 
“The day will come when recon- 
ciliation between the two 
brotherly nations is achieved 
when things are in their right 
places,” Egypt’s national Middle 
East News Agency (MENA) 
quoted Sharaa as saying in an 
interview. Assad is due in Egypt 
Saturday for his first visit in 14 
years. The two countries restored 
cfiptomatic ties in December after 
a 13-year break. Assad’s talks 
with President Horan Mubarak, 
who has visited Damascus twice 
since May, are likely to cover 
attempts to patch up the Syrian 
leader's personal and ideological 
differences with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, (see page 4). 

Soviet hijack 
attempt fells 

MOSCOW (R) — The eleventh 
attempt in the past month to 
hijack a Soviet airliner and fly it 
out of the country ended in fai- 
lure when the hijacker was overp- 
owered on board the plane, 
Soviet Television reported. Crew 
and passengers jumped on the 
teenage hijacker after he 
threatened to Mow up the aircraft 
Thursday if it did not divert to 
Stockholm on a flight from 
Leningrad to the Arctic port of 
Murmansk. The ai r cr aft returned 
to Leningrad’s Pulkovo aircraft, 
where the youth was arrested. 
The television, in its Thursday 
night newscast, gave the hijack- 
er’s name as Lebedev, aged 17, 
'from Leningrad. Of the 11 hijack' 
attempts, ax have ended in 
Stockholm ^Helsinki, the other, 
five in Soviet airports. ’ 

Romanians protest 1 . 
In opposition rally 


BUCHAREST (R) — More than 
20,000 people gathered outside 
government buildings in 
Bucharest Friday in the biggest 
opposition protest since Decem- 
ber’s uprising. Students addres- 
sing rim crowd outside' govern - 1 
meat headquarters in Victory' 
$qnare demanded the release of 
jailed student leader Marian 
Mnnteann and called on the 
National Salvation Frimt govem- 

ment to observe fundamental bn-; 

man rights in Romania. ’Human 
rights in Romania should be on 
the same level as the .civilised 
world,” said W5h» Gheorgfem, 
vice-president of Bucharest U®M 
verity’s student league. 


Some cases need House action; some dropped 
because of unsubstantiation; others to go to court 

Probes into corruption 
cases near completion 


By Jonmana HaImm 
and P.V.Vivelcanand 

AMMAN — Three months of 
investigations into a series of 
cases of possible corruption - 
have been completed, and the 
findings of cases involving 
'‘munsters” will be forwarded 
to the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment for further action while 
some others have been shelved 
because of lade of evidence to 
support charges and the rest 
wffl be sent directly to court for 
legal proceedings, according to 
informed sources. 

Results of investigation into 
at least one case — the JD 35 
mil Fi nn Al Jafr-Mafraq high- 
way project — have already 
been sent to the Lower House 
and two others — one involv- 
ing charges that laboratory cer- 
tificates related to foodstuffs 
were forged and the other 
stemming from allegations of 
bribery in a w ar din g the Jbeiha 
Amusement Park construction 
project — were dropped, - 
according to a highly-placed 
source. 

“Further action in the high- . 


way project case depends on 
the Lower House ranee it in- 
volves a ‘minis ter,' " said the 
source, speaking to the Jordan 
limes on condition of anonym- 
ity. He declined to identify the 
“minister" or clarify whether it 
meant a serving minister or 
former member of cabinet. 
According to constitutional 
provisions, the term “minister" 
could be interpreted to mean 
both serving and former minis- 
ters as well as prime ministers 
and former prime ministers 
and any case involving a 
“minister" -should be for- 
warded to the House for furth- 
er action. 

Under constitutional provisions, 
cases involving “ministers’* should 
be tried only by a special court, 
which includes some of the top 
judges in the country. No special 
court has been called to session in 
the Kingdom's recent history. 

Cases involving people not das- 
affied as “minister" could be direct- 
ly sent for trial by the prosecutor- 
general’s office to regular courts.. 

Testimonies born nffiaak and 
others in probes into dunges of 
“high-level tamperings'* with gov- 
ernment laboratory tests on food- 


stuff and into allegations that offi- 
cials accepted bribes for awarding 
the Jbeiha Amusement Park pro- 
ject to a British company have 
failed to produce substantive evi- 
dence and therefore the cases have 
been dropped, according to the 
source. In the Jbeiha case, it was 
found that the $9 milli on contract 
was awarded to the lowest bidder 
and “there is no evidence that any 
official received any bribe,” the 
source said. 

“Findings also indicate that 
there is no ground for charges that 
a sale of Centra! Bank gold re- 
serves (in early J989) was illegal." 
according to the source. “It was 
found that the officials who carried 
out the sale were acting within 
their rights, and it is most likely 
that the case win be dropped," the 
source added. 

These cases are among the nine 
that were forwarded to the 
prosecutor-general's office by the 
Lower House tfarongb the Ministry 
of Justice after a “secret session" of 
the House on March 20. All inves- 
tigations, which started in the first 
week of April, are almost 
and the finding s wiD be 
into report forms this week. The 
prosecutor-general's office is tpt 
bound by law to report back to the 
House on cases which have been 


dropped or those which do not 
involve “ministers." according to 
the source. 

“There are concrete grounds for 
charges in at least four or five 
cases," the sou rce said. These in- 
clude the Swaqa prison project, the 
Abu Nseir bousing complex pro- 
ject, arbitrary waivers of Ministry 
of Supply penalties, construction 
projects of the Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA), and a controversial 
settlement of a JD 4 wwiiinn pay- 
ment to a foreign company related 
to the Hijaz Railway, he said. 

In addition, there are also two 
other cases forwarded to xbe 
prosecutor -general's office by the 
■wrtiat [gw authorities — charges 
of mkaimna gfj nffwt of funds and 
absence of proper records at the 
Jordan Drivers’ Union and the 
ex-servicemen association, accord- 
ing to the source. 

Parliamentary sources con- 
firmed that the House had received 
the findings of the Al Jafr-Azraq 
highway project, but it was not 
imme diatel y known when the issue 
would be debated by the House. 

The project — budding a 180- 
kOometre stretch of reinforced 
concrete highway — was awarded 
to an Indian private sector com- 
pany and was worth $104 million at 

(Gontimed on page 4) 


Rationalisation and cooperation 
essential to end water crisis... 


By Mariam M. ShaMn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's 
recurrent water shortage prob- 
lems can be combatted and 
reduced through a comprehen- 
sive plan of rationing, efficient 
water authority maintenance 
as well as proper city planning 
vis-a-vis services, according to 
the head of the Water Author- 
ity of Jordan. 

‘T his is the second year in a 
row that we are faced with 
severe water shortages in the 
Kingdom. If everyone cooper- 
ates we can overcome the 
problem in a reasonable 
fashion,” Moatez Bilbesa, head 
of the Jordan Water Author- 
ity, told the Jordan Times. 

The Water Authority is 
working round the dock to 
repair technical leakages 
across the Kingdom that were 
adding to the inefficient usage 
of water. 

- “These leakages are only 
one of several problems that 
have to be dealt with,” he sakL 
While demand for water is 


increasing by 10 per cent per 
annum there are no new water 
sources being discovered in the 
.Kingdom, according to Bilbesi. 
All the main low aqua level 
water sources have already 
been exploited and the water 
authority is now considering 
the use of deep aqua level 
water. 

Some of the areas under 
consideration for water ex- 
ploitation are Sbfcan, Idise and 
Azraq. The deep aqua level 
water sources in these areas go 
down as far as 1000 metres, 
according to officials at the 
water authority. 

The average low aqua flow is 
anywhere between 250 to 400 
metres below the surface, 
while deep aqua flow is any- 
where from 8000 to 1000 
metres. 

Although southern Jordan is 
not affected by water shortages 
at all this year since its re- 
sources sufficiently cover its 
needs, areas in central and 
nocathcm Jordan are up to 
coo-fourth short of its water 
needs. 


“The municipality of Am- 
man needs 12,000 cubic metre 
to serve its water needs in the 
summer months. We only have 
9.000 cubic metres;” Bflbesi 
pointed out. In 1989 Jordan 
consumed 175 million cubic 
-metres of drinking water. 

Other areas in the north and 
central areas such as Irbid and 
Balqa, where the water shor- 
tages are not quite as acute, 
the inhabitants “nevertheless 
have to ration water.” 

Despite theories which pre- 
dict low rainfall only once ev- 
ery four yean. Bflbesi said, it is 
difficult to rely on such predic- 
tions. “We can’t afford to rely 
on predictions. We have to be 
prepared for any emergency,” 
he said. 

During the winter months 
Jordanians use 30 per cent less 
water than during the summer 
months and some water ex- 
perts and officials have sug- 
gested “year around rationing” 
to avoid severe shortages such 
as the one the Kingdom is 

(Coatfaned on page 3)- 


... but pollution is another key 
problem which needs solution 


By fca Wabbeb 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — This year’s headlines 
in the local papers were made by 
issues on Earth and environment, 
environment and pothitjon, ozone 
layer and its destruction, dumping 
erf waste in populated areas and die 
subsequent uproar. 

The headlines were meant to 
cany a message, but their impact 
on our fives soon fen into obfivion. 
We are as carelessly using spray 
wine, Humping WBStC, and CSjOyittg 
b ride m tile car leaving thick fames 
behind, and wbo would Maine us? 
Our generation is safe. And’ if 
"apris moi k defoge” (after me foe 
flood) was good enough for Louis 
XIV, it is as good for us. 

But if individuals cannot (for now 
at least) be held legally responsible' 

. • -> • JumU 


be (Efferent with factories which are 
a continuous source ofpoanrion. 

Jordan is a country wife few 
water resources. Experts forecast a 

gloomy picture of tbc area, with, 
a mted confrontations over water. 
But even as we fear the future 
reading the w an ti ng headlines, we 
fall bade on old habfts and wash our 
hmnA* of any respoosfoflily. 

At least h is not “me” the cause 


of all this. 

But washing the hands should 
remind us of soap. And soap is (me 
big culprit in our water’s pollution 
problem. 

According to Dr. Randall Bnuu- 
mett from the Near East Founda- 
tion (NEP), investigations and eva- 
hiathm of water quality hi the three 
reservoirs of the Kingdom (Wadi 
Zjglaob Dam, Wadi Arab Dam and 
King Trial Dam) found that water 
ranged from “es sentia lly free from 
contamination" in the first dam, to 
“fairly polluted" in tbc second one 
and “severely polluted" m the last 
one. 

The soap industry in Jordan con- 
tinues to manufacture soaps with 
unacceptable contents — ben- 
zene sulfonates (ABS) -- which are 
non-biodegradable detergents, 
according to BnnmnetL “This do* 
tergent gets deposited at the bot- 
tom, but when water is stirred it 
surfaces,” he said. 

The detergeait affects fish and, 
even thou gh fiwhfag in King Trial 
Dam is probibifed, there are people 
who do fish and tad op eating 
oofltammated fish. 

The Royal Scientific Society, 
(RSS)co tt ected and aariysed water 
and mh tames several thncsArisg 
the summer of 1988. Heavy metals 
and bacteria were analysed and the 


verdict was — “unfit for human 
consumption.” 

It was found that arsenic and 
bacteria from genera salmonella, 
staphlococcus, vibrio, acromonca 
and wbigglh were major pollutants. 

While arsenic poses a longer term 
danger to fish and water users, the 
bacteria are an immediate threat . 

Tefal bacteria counts from carp 
muscle tissue averaged 23,833 cells 
per gramme while fee maximum 
allowable count in the U.S. is 23 
cells p<y g ramm e, and in the Hubert 
Kingdom it is IS cells per gramme, 
according to RSS records. 

.Water in the dams feeds fee 
Jordan Vriky- It goes up to Khir- 
bet Samra. There, the Water Au- 
thority has a sewage s tritiKsa t i on 
facility where water m treated. The 
water is oxidised and, according to 
the treatment technology, 
pathogenic bacteria and the para- 
site eggs dw if given enough time. 
In the rod, through chlorine con- 
tact, bacteria is nentra&ted rod 
water is consid er ed properly tre- 
ated. 

The capacity of the waste treat- 
ment facility is becoming in- 
creasmgly smafler for the water thst 
needs treatment. Too many indus- 
tries have sprung up in fee area 

; _• * t 
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Swedish 
envoy 
leaves 
Iraq in 
protest 

BAGHDAD (R) — Sweden’s 
ambassador to Iraq left for 
home Friday after being recal- 
led in protest at the execution 
of an Iraqi-born Swede for 
W*ng. 

A Swedish company execu- 
tive working in Baghdad told 
Reuters by telephone that 
Ambassador Henrik Amneus 
left for Stockholm early Friday 
after being recalled for con- 
sultations. 

Iraq has so far maintained 
complete silence over the 
hanging, in marked contrast to 
its swift report of the execution 
of a London-based journalist 
in March, which drew broad 
Western condemnation. 

B aghdad media made no 
mention of the hanging 
Wednesday of JaHl Mehdi Al 
Neamy, an Iraqi-born natural- 
ised Swede. * 

So far the only official 
source for news of his execu- 
tion has been the Swedish 
Foreign Ministry, which had 
pressed the Iraqis for clemency 
through Ambeus. 

One Arab diplomat in Bagh- 
dad said an Iraqi official, who 
asked that he not be identified, 
had confirmed Neamy had 
been hanged. 

Sweden said Neamy, who 
received Swedish citizen ship in 
1985, was arrested last Aug. 9 
while visiting Iraq. A revolu- 
tionary court in Baghdad sent- 
enced him to death on April 30 
for working with the Israeli 
secret service, Mossad. 

'Iraq hange d Londoo-based 
Fazzad Bazoft, an Iranian -born 
journalist, Match 15 after a 
court convicted him of spying 
for Israel and Britain. 

' President Saddam Hussein 
said Wednesday he decided 
not to reprieve Bazoft because 
of what he said was a Western 
campaig n to huznfliate Iraq. 

• Unlike Neamy, Bazoft’s ex- 
ecution was officially 
announced within 24 hours. 

Swedish Foreign Minister 
Seen Andezsson said Tuesday:, 
“The execution of die Swedish! 
citizen Al Neamy must be 
•strongly condemned. Our 
•ambassador in Baghdad... has 
been recalled for consultations 
in view of the execution.” 


Gorbachev emerges triumphant 
from party congress despite split 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
emerging triump hant from two 
weeks of struggle with hardliners 
at a key Communist Party con- 
gress, offered a “broad coalition" 
Friday to posh ahead with radical 
reform. 

In a final speech to the 4,700 
delegates, he also declared: “No- 
one will be permitted to wreck 
perestroika (his reform program- 
me).” 

“The idea of a broad coalition 
that is contained in the decisions 
of this congress in order to over- 
come the crisis and carry out 
profound reform is not a tactical 
move but a serious proposal dic- 
tated by the interests of the coun- 
try and the people,” he said. 

Gorbachev, reelected party 
general secretary by the 12 -day 
congress, said the offer was 
aimed at “other democratic 
forces” — an apparent reference 
to radicals who have complained 
he was moving too slowly to ' 
change Soviet society. 

“Those who had been calculat- 
ing that this would be the last 


congress and that ft would witness 
the party’s funeral have miscalcu- 
lated,*' he proclaimed to resound- 
ing applause. 

“The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union lives and will live on 
and make its historical contribu- 
tion to the progress of our conn- 
try and the progress of world 
civilisation.” 

In its last horns, the marathon 
congress elected a policy-setting 
central committee which seemed 
certain to give Gorbachev a cen- 
trist majority, but only after he 
used his wefl-lmown powers of 
persuasion to turn round a vote 
which went against him. 

Gorbachev’s triumph was di- 
luted, however, with announce- 
ments by the mayors of Moscow 
and Leningrad that they were 
joining Boris Yeltsin in quitting 
the Communist Party, patting the 
country’s two lagest cities as well 
as its heartland republic in the 
hmwk of non-communists. 

The exodus of leading refor- 
mers from the party, started 
Thursday by Yeltsin, gathered 
steam as the party’s 28th congress 


drew to a close. Leaders of the 
Democratic Platform refor^t 
group said they would cap tbeL* 
departure by founding their own, 
non-communist party this fall. 

The congress “showed the 
complete inability of the party to 
offer the country a real program- 
me of transition to a new socie- 
ty,” said mayors Gavriil Popov ci 
Moscow and Anatoly Sobchak e£ 
Leningrad in a statement. 

jr 

Popov, an economist, an-^ 
Sobchak, -a lawyer, were electee 
this spring as reform-mindei 
candidates swept to power in 
local councils. Under their lead- 
ership, the two city councils have 
been trying to break the control 
of local Communist Party orga- 
nisations. 

They have been active in the 
same reform circles of Sovi.e“ 
politics as Yeltsin. 

Gorbachev, also Soviet state 
president, _ said in an interviev/ 
with the American CBS network 
that he felt “contempt” for peo- 
ple who were leaving the part;'. 


Powell concerned over 
arms build-up, not war 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
General Cohn L. Powell, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said Friday that he was disturbed 
with the weapons buildup in the 
Middle East but did not antici- 
pate that war would break out. 

Powell, who is die top U.S. 
military officer, made the com- 
ments to reporters after an hour- 
long meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Israel was his last stop on a 
five-country orientation tour that 
earlier took him to Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt and Jordan. 

Powell noted that there were 
sophisticated weapons in the re- 
gion, including ballistic missiles, 
and that “armies are building in 
rather than going down in 
size, which is what we’re starting 
to see happen in other parts of 
the world.” 

He said the trend was worri- 
some but he did not consider war 
inevitable. 

“I think that it is dear to 
anyone examining the situation 
— that the correlation of forces 
are such and the strength of Israel 


Asked about the likelihood 
that the United States would 
agree to fund the second phase of 
Israel’s Arrow missile project, be 
said the matter was still under 
discussion in Washington. 

Israeli newspapers reported 
this week that Israel win soon 
launch its first test of the Arrow, 
which is being developed with 
U.S. strategic defence initiative 
funds to combat short-range bal- 
listic missiles. 

The Jerusalem Post reported 
Thursday that snch tr test was 
‘imminent,” but gave no date. 

Washington provided 80 per 
cent of the $158 million in the 
first phase of the project, and 
Israel’s defence ministry supplied 
the balance. Israel is seeking ab- 
out $200 million from the United 
States for the second phase. 

After meeting with Powell 
Thursday, Israeli Defence Muns- 
ter Mosbe Arens told reporters: 
“I think we’ve apparently found 
an answer to ground-to-ground 
missiles. We expect the U.S. 
administration to continue fund- 
ing this project so that we can 


faquch and the strength of Israel’s successfully complete its develop- 
re lations with others is such — ment and arm ourselves with it.” 
that there would be little prospect An Israeli army spokesman, 
of success in going to war,”*^who cannot be identified under 
Powell said. military rules, said Powel was to 

He added: “I don’t really see a be given a tour later Friday of the 
serious prospect of war breaking Arrow project site. The Arrow is 


out, noth withstanding a great 
deal of rhetoric about the sub- 
ject.” 


being developed jointly by Israel 
Aircraft Industries and the Amer- 
ican Lockheed Coporation. 


5,000 Albanians 
evacuated to Italy 


BRINDISI, Italy (Agencies) — 
Four shiploads of tired but joyous 
Albanians reached this Adriatic 
port Friday as ferries evacuated 
about 5,000 asylum seekers from- 
Western embassies in Europe’s 
last handling communist state. 

The mass evacuation of most of 
the refugees who had fled in the 
last two weeks to several embas- 
sies in Tirana, the Albanian capit- 
al, was expected to ease one of 
the woxst crises to hit die Alba- 
nian government in decades. 

The first ship, the Espresso 
Greda, arrived shortly after 9 
a-m. (0700 GMT) after some 
seven boon crossing the Adriatic 
Sea with refugees who were put 
aboard at the Albanian port of 
Dunes. 

. As it docked, a Red Cross nun 
in a starched white uniform 
dashed off clutching a newborn 
baby in an orange blanket, the 
first refugee to arrive on Italian 
soil. 

“X feel so many emotions, so 
modi liberty,” a beaming young 
woman said in Italian as she got 
l>ff the ship. Police whisked her 
away before she could give her 
name. 

Albanians lining the decks of 
three other ships broke into 
chants of “Italia, Italia” *nH M we 
dull win” in Italian as they ar- 
rived late Friday morning. 


About 3,200 of the evacuees 
were taken from the West Ger- 
man mission in Tirana. They 
were put aboard three trains sent 
to Brindisi by Germany after a 
quick breakfast of hot milk and 
croissants provided by the local 
government. Each passenger was 
-given a basket of food for the 
30-hour journey. 

Officials said the operation to 
bring around 5,000 refagees from 
Tirana to Durazzo and on to five 
ships was carried out secretly at 
night. 

By this means Albania’s hard- 
line communist rulers sought to 
avoid a mass assault on the rescue 
fleet by hundreds of other dissi- 
dents wanting to join the West- 
ward exodus. 

But Italian officials reported 
scuffles broke out as more 
asylum-seekers tried to board the 
ships in Durazao when the re- 
fugees were smuggled out muter 
cover of darkness. 

The government of President 
Ramez Alia this week granted 
exit visas to the refugees who 
scaled walls, broke embassy gates 
'with trucks and squeezed through 
fences to seek asylum. 

A French-chartered ferry car- 
_ 545 refugees who sheltered 
France’s Tirana mission left 
”0010226 during the night on- its 
}way to Marseille. 


PLO says 
it okayed 
meeting 
with 
Arens 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official said 
in a published interview Friday 
that the PLO approved in adv- 
ance the first major meeting be- 
tween local Palestinians and e 
cabinet minister in the new Israeli 
government. 

The meeting between Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens and three 
West Bank Palestinian mayors 
came after the new right-wing 
government said it hoped to 
reach a Middle East peace settle- 
ment by talking only to Palesti- 
nians not linked to riie PLO. 

Israel's refusal to give the PLO 
even an indirect role in peace 
negotiations was one reason that 
United States 7 efforts to mediate 
a peace settlement have run into 
troubles. 

Abdullah Hourani, a member 
of the PLO’s Executive Commit- 
tee, said in the interview with the 
Jerusalem Arabic weekly Al Nad- 
wa that the PLO knew of the 
meeting ahead of time and got 
reports on it afterwards. 

“The PLO endorsed a meeting 
as a chance for Palestinian 
national figures to notify the 
Israeli official that the PLO is the 
legi timate representative ... for 
the Palestinian people,” Hourani 
was quoted as saying. 

Mayor Farah Araj of Beit Jala, 
one of those who met with Arens 
June 27, said that the aepount 
given by Hourani was correct. 

“The content of our talks (with 
Arens) that the PLO is the only 
representative is also correct,"'he 
told the Associated Press Friday. 

Mayor Elias Freij of Beth- 
lehem, wbo also attended the 
meeting, only said that Hourani 
“has the right to say this” when 
asked about the PLO official’s 
comments. 

Freij had said after the June 
meeting that the officials told 
Arens that only the PLO could 
negotiate with Israel. 

The third major who attended, 
Hanna A trash of Beit Sahour, 
was not available for comment. 

After Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir formed the new right- 
wing government July 11, offi- 
cials immediately reiterated the 
stand that the government would 
not negotiate with the PLO. 

Officials said later that the gov- 
ernment’s peace effort would 
focus on trying to open talks with 
non-PLO Palestinians, a tactic 
that has repeatedly failed in the 


Yossi Ben- Aharon, a top po 
cy adviser to Shamir, ex plain * 
foe government’s [flan this wa 
"We are going to make a dew 
mined effort to convince o 
Palestinians here that the PL 
option js not avaflable.” 

U.S. efforts to arrange israe 
Palestinian peace talks instafr 
in March when Shamir tun* 
down a co mp ro mi se. 
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Christian emigration on the rise 
from Jerusalem and Holy Land 


By Ghazaii 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— One of the first survey taken 
of Arab Chris tians in Jeru- 
salem and the occupied terri- 
tories indicates that emigration 
is on the rise, reducing the 
already small minority in the 
Holy Land, researchers. 

They blame a lack of jobs 
and violence connected with 
die 31 -month uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
..Strip as major causes. 

There also are fears that the 
1 arrival of thousands of Soviet 
Jews in Israel could speed up 
the exodus of the Christians. 

‘The immigration of the 
Sorveit Jews is a serious blow to 
Arabs in the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and inside Israel/' said 
Geris Khouri, head of the 
Ecumenical Institute for 
Theological Research in Beth- 
lehem. 

The Soviets will increase 
competition for jobs inside 
Israel, where many Paiesti- 
_ mans from die occupied terri- 
. tones work, Khouri said. 
Palestinians also fear they will 
be displaced if the Soviets set- 
' - tie in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. 

Khouri, an Israeli Arab who 
supervised the survey, released 
preliminary findings at a three- 
day conference in Jerusalem 
last week. 


The survey involved inter- 
views with 550 Christian dans 
from Jerusalem and four West 
Bank towns: RamaHah, Beth- 
lehem, Beit Jala and Beit 
Sahour. 

Bernard SairiZa, a sociology 
professor at Bethlehem Uni- 
versity and a researcher on die 
project, said the study showed 
that 38 families within die clans 
have left each year since the 
uprising began in December 
1987. That is more than twice 
the derapture rate preceding 
the uprising, he added. 

Sabila said that if the results 
are extrapolated to the entire 
Arab Christian population, a 
total of more than 2,160 
Christians are leaving each 
year. 

Most have gone to the Un- 
ited States, Canada, Australia 
and various European nations, 
be said. 

There are believed to be 
only 45,000 Christians among 
the 1.8 million Palestinians 
who live in die occupied terri- 
tories and Jerusalem, the con- 
ference was told. About 91,000 
morc'Chrisdans live in Israel. 

The Roman Catholic pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem, Michel 
Sabbah, told the conference 
that church leaders should 
work to keep Christians in the 
Holy Land and to laze back 
those who have left. 

He said the rallying call 
should be: “Come to the Holy 
Land. Endure the hardships 


with ns. The church is weak 
without you." 

Church leaders also warned 
that the decline in the Christ- 
ian population could make the 
Christian quarter of Jeru- 
salem’s Old City more vulner- 
able to setdement by Jews. 

They pointed out that 150 
Israeli settlers moved earlier 
this year into St. John's Hos- 
pice, a compound in the 
Christian quarter owned by the 
Greek Orthodox Church. 

The Jewish settlers said die 
building had been legally 
leased from a P anamanian 
company. Tlie Church con- 
tended it was illegally sold and* 
got a court order evicting most 
of the Israelis until the issue is 
resolved in court. 

“The St. John’s incident is a 
fearful warning to Christians 
that if they leave their homes,, 
others will take their place.” 
Greek Catholic Bishop Lutfi 
T-ahflm said. 

Within the 550 dww that 
were surveyed, researchers de- 
termined that 610 family mem- 
bers have moved abroad, in- 
cluding those who fled since 
the intifada began in 1987. 

They noted that Christians 
often have an easier time emig- 
rating than Muslims because 
they generally have better 
educations, thanks to church- 
run schools, and have contacts 
through Western church lead- 
ers that ease their transition to 
the West 


Nearly half of those who 
have left do not intend to 
return, family members told 
the researchers. 

The survey showed that lad: 
of job opportunities was the 
primary reason for departing. 
Some 46.3 per cent of those 
who left in the past two years 
said they were seeking jobs 
abroad. 

Work in the occupied terri- 
tories has been severely dis- 
rupted by frequent ston-throw- 
ing clashes between Israeli 
troops and Palestinians, and 
businesses are often dosed by 
Palestinian protest strikes or 
Israeli-imposed curfe w s. 

5 >ahii« «aiH that Tar a e l i limits 
on economic growth meant 
that only 1,000 new jobs were 
created in the occupied terri- 
tories each year. Meanwhile, 
Arab high schools graduate 
25,000 students per year. 

The closure erf West Bank 
universities since shortly after 
the start .of the . uprising is 
another factor in’ increased 
emigration, said Han an Ashra- 
wi, head of the En g lish depart- 
ment at Bir Zeit University 
and a political activist 

She noted that departure of 
young Palestinian Christians 
became “compulsory” if they 
wanted higher education. 

“The closure of all six uni- 
versities is a main factor in the 
Palestinian emigration,” she 
said. 


Saudi paper blames Iran for Haj disaster 


. NICOSIA (R) — A Saudi Ara- 
J bian newspaper, responding to 
'• bitter Iranian attacks over last 
_ week’s Haj tunnel disaster, said 
| ■'Friday Tehran was partly to 
: Iblame for the stampede in which 
]‘Vmore than 1,400 pilgrims died. 
/* The daily A1 Riyadh said in 
.. an editorial that fears of possible 
Iranian attack aggravated the 
.stampede near Mecca. 

/• “Iran's precedents and in- 
timidation of pilgrims, starting 
with smuggling explosives and 
: " ending with trying to explode 
: bridges near the Mecca mosque, 
'/.made pilgrims feel in danger of 
‘"any incident instigated by 
. .Iran...,” the paper said. 

“The feeling that Iran may 
“ ‘commit any crimes to exploit the 
Haj season made the masses 
* ’■ crowded in the tunnel imagine 
that the stampede and the falling 
- - of people were motivated by such 


behaviour.” 

The editorial was carried by the 
Saudi Press Agency, monitored 
in Cyprus. 

Saudi Arabia said 1,426 people 
suffocated or were trampled 
underfoot on July 2 when pil- 
grims packed into the tunnel de- 
spite safety instructions began 
panicking. 

Iran has demanded an inves- 
tigation, claiming the Saudis are 
unfit to govern Islam's holiest 
shrines. Officials in Turkey and 
Indonesia have also called for an 
inquiry. 

Last year, a Pakistani pilgrim 
was killed and 16 others were 
wounded by bombs planted near 
holy shrines in Mecca. 

Saudi Arabia, blaming Tehran 
for sending explosives to the 
kingdom, beheaded 16 Kuwaitis, 
including 10 of Iranian origin, 
after convincing them of planting 


the bombs. 

Saudi Arabia has affirmed that 
the Mecca tragedy happened when 
seven people tumbled from an 
overhead bridge at the mouth of a 
pedestrian tunnel, precipitating 
panic and a stampede. 

An interior ministry spokes- 
man made the statement to the 
Saadi Press Agency because of 
“wrong claims and deceitful fab- 
rications.” 

Among these, the spokesman 
mentioned reports attributed to 
eyewitnesses about the tragedy 
being caused or compounded by a 
power failure writhin' the Mo’es- 
sem tunnel which blocked off its 
ventilation system. 

The statement also rejected 
claims of car collisions at either 
end of the tunnel, a security 
blockade of the tunnel and firing 
by security forces on the con- 
gested crowds within the tunnel. 


Ethiopia seeks to barter 
Jews for Israeli arms 


NEW YORK (Agencies) 
Ethiopia has abruptly suspended 
the emigration of Ethiopian Jews* 
to Israel in an apparent effort to 
force Israel to send it more 
weapons, the New York Times 
said Friday. V 

1 It quoted Congressman Ho- 
ward Wolpe as saying Ethiopia 
was not honouring a commitment 
to the United States to allow freer 
emigration. 

But an Israeli spokesman de- 
nied the report, saying immigra- 
tion was going ahead and Israel 
was not selling arms to Ethiopia. 

Israel re-established ties with 
Ethiopia in October last year a 
16-year break. U.S. officials have 
often expressed concern that 
Israel may be trading military 
equipment, including cluster 
bombs, in exchange for free 
migration of thousands of Ethio- 
pian Jews to Israel. 

Wolpe, a Michigan Democrat, 
said Ethiopian leader Mengistu 
Haile Mariam visited Israel last 
week on a diplomatic mission 
apparently related to the flow of 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel accord- 
ing to the limes. 

It said Mengistu met Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
then flew in an Israeli transport 
plane to Rome for meetings with 
I talian officials. 

Israel did not confirm the 
meeting, the Times said. 

Asked to comment on the 
newspaper report, a senior Israeli 
official told Reuters immigration 
was continuing. 

“It continues at an average 
pace with sometimes a few more, 
sometimes a few less, but it con- 
tinues in the framework of the 
reunification of families/ he said. 

“As far as arms go, we are not 
selling arms or sending weapons 
to Ethiopia, - including cluster 
bombs — definitely not.” 

Last week Shamir’s senior 
adviser Avi Pazner termed re- 
ports of Mcngistu’s visit “specula- 
| tion.” 

Sources quoted in a Washing- 
ton Jewish Week article said 
Israel had refused Mengistu’s re- 
quest for 1,000 cluster bombs, 
instead of the 100 it had agreed to 
sell, after strong U.S. warnings 
against such a move. 

Wolpe, chairman of the House 
subcommittee on Africa, warned . 
Ethiopia that its attempts to bold . 
its 15,000 Jews hostage would ' 
provote congressional action. 

“I certainly hope the Ethiopian 


regime does not persist in this 
effort. If they do, I think there - 
will be a, strong reaction from 
Congress,” Mr. Wolpe told the 
Jewish newspaper. • 

At the same time,- Wolpe. 
warned Israel - that its military . 
involvement with Ethiopia could 
harm rather than help Ethiopian 
Jews. 

“This may well be Mcngistu’s 
last days, and its conceivable 
more harm could come to the 
Ethiopian Jews if we allow them 
to be used as pawns in the Ethio- 
pian struggle/’ he said! 

A confidential congressional 
staff report drafted by Steve Mor- 
rison, a staff member of Woipe’s 
committee, concluded that there 
is “a certain cynical logic” under- 
lying Israel's exchange of military 
assistance for Jewish immigration 
that is - “likely to contribute to the 
deaths.of thousands of Ethio- 
pians t — and the h um a ni tarian 

interests of Ethiopian Jews...” 

In January, the New York 
.Times quoted mummed U-S. offi- 
cials as saying they strongly sus- 
pected Israel had supplied 
Ethiopia with duster bombs for 
use against rebel forces. Other 
uncoufinned reports said Israel 
also supplied Mengistu with milit- 
ary advisers, .ammunition and 
spare parts. . 

Israel has denied it supplied 
duster bombs to Ethiopia. It 
refused to confirm or deny re- 
ports of other supposed arms 
sales under its standing policy of 
not discussing any weapons deals. 

Rahamm Elazar, chairman of 
the Public Council for Ethiopian 
Affairs in Israel, also said Men- 
gistu was demanding arms from 
Israel to allow more Jews to leave 
his country for Israel. 

“Mengistu is trying to use them 
(the Ethiopian Jews) for military 
aid,” he said. “He is trying to 
squeeze Israel for aid.” . ' " 

Israel has sought to bring out 
all of Ethiopia’s Jews since im- 
migration was cut off In 1984 
when a secret airlift campaign 
known as Operation Moses was 
halted after the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment learned of it. 

Scone 8,000 Ethiopian Jews 
were brought to Israel in the 
U.S.-supported, three-month op- 
eration. 

Elazar told the Associated 
Press that some 10,000 Ethiopian 
Jews are- encamped in Addis 
Ababa after leaving villages in' 
the province of Gondar in hopes 
of eventually immigrating to 


. Israel. 

- The Jews went to the Ethiopian 
capital after Israel and Mengistu’s 
govemment resmned diplomatic : 
relations last October, Elazar 
said, aAfing his informat ion came 
’ from Jews who managed to leave. 
Ethiopia. 

A recent article in theindepen- 
dent Hebrew daily Haaretz writ- 
ten by Zeev Schiff, a respected 
military . analyst, charged U.S. 
officials were attempting to dam- 
age Israel's image by fabricating 
the. reports of duster bomb 




-The United States has been 
critical of Israeli support for : 
Ethiopia. The U.S. government 
objects to sale of dieter bombs 
by Israel without ‘ Washington’s 
permission since the", weapons 
-were developed with U.S. tech- 
nology. 

Ouster bombs are : dropped 
from aircraft and scatter small 
bombs over a wide area. 

Foreign journalists have re-, 
ported seeing cluster bombs used 
by Ethiopian government aircraft 
on rebel forces, but they were 
unable to determine the original 
of the bombs.' . ... 

Since die resumption of ties 
between the two countries, sever- 
al hundred Ethiopians have ar- 
rived in Israel each month. But 
Ethiopian activists here' have 
charged Israeli officials are not 
dko^.enough to get their conn-, 
try men out 

*A top Jewish Agency official' 
responded to these complaints by. 
“the rate of Ethiopian emigration 
is not up to us.” He would not 
discuss die reports that Mengistu 
is holding up emigration. 

Tte Jewish -Agency is a quasi- . 
governmental body responsible 
for immigration, the 'official 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Hagai Ehrlich, an Ethiopia ex- 
pert at Tel Aviv University, said 
he believed Mengfetuwas btock- 
ing emigration in hopes of gaining 
arms. But be added he .did not 
expect the Israeli government to 
provide weapons to the besieged 
leader. \ 

He' added he believed Israel'S ; 
best interest would be for Mengjs- 
tu to compromise with tire rebels, ‘ 
who have been getting backing 
from Arab governments. - 

“Hie Ethiopian government is 
in a terrible state,” he said. 
Tsraet understands that the only - 
way out for him fa a compromise, - 
and will therefore not send him 
support." 
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: Shalri « a amimste- 

riaI_committee. that controls.gov- 
emment funds which come from 
bequests to die state, of Israel. 
The money goes to charities aiKl 

r* thm --nT ^ramggtion<r . 

Justice ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed stud Friday that attor- 
ney general: Yosef Hhrisfr would 
check whether there should be a 
police investigation agamstSbakL 
Police complaints against Shati 
were filed by the Movement for 
Progr ess iv e Judaism.- and. Ofir 
Finis,' a member • of the left- 
leaning. Labour Party!s youth 
movement, Israel Radio said. 

TheSh^caseraarkedthe 
second . controversy involving a 
politician firoraareh^ouspartyin 
the past , month: 

In June, potice'opeired.an .in- 
vestigation of interior : minister 
Aryeh Deri of the ultra-orthodox 
Shas party. Den, 30/ is suspected 
of illegally channelling hundreds 
ofthousandsof shekels in govern- 
ment funds to : religious institu- 
tions that spppprted Shas. 

In an interview with - .army 
radio; Shaki, maintained that he 
urged, his wife and the -other 
relatives fo. resign from the. four 
charities invoWed as^ soon as tbe 
organisation requested'': govern- 
ment funds. .- V / • 

, Asked by the radio why he did 
not teU tiie 'other committee 
members about his relatives. Sha- 
ki-said: “Whm'dpesrit matter as 
long :_as they.resigned; Why 
should I liave annOuhccd it?” 
The radio interviewers noted 
that ShakiVwtfe'stfll heads one of 

Ihe.rWorJd, .,-wmch distributes 
aii£ jT^^rat^rei’and 
other medical equipment to the 
eedy. 


WFP to assess situation Ghost town to bounder 

at critical Ethiopian port Turkish Cypriot control 


The statement urged the media 
“not to circulate entirely baseless 
rumours that seditious parties are 
spreading/' 

It was apparently referring to 
charges from some officials in 
Iran and pro-Iranians in Lebanon 
that the Saudi authorities were to 
blame for the disaster. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia have 
been at loggerheads for years 
because of Iran's attempts to turn 
the annual Islamic ceremonies 
into political rallies. 

During the pilgrimage season 
of 1987, the Iranian pilgrims 
dashed with Saudi security men 
and 402 were killed, most of them 
Iranians. 

Saudi Arabia subsequently 
ruptured ties with Iran accusing 
its leaders of terrorism, and 
claimed a quota on the number of 
pilgrims. The Iranians have 
boycotted the Haj over the past 
three years. 


NAIROBI (AP) — The U.N. 
World Food Programme (WFP) 
says it is sending a team to assess 
the condition of Ethiopia’s rebel- 
held port of Massawa as a first 
step toward reopening the facility 
to famine-relief shipments. 

The team of four technicians is 
due to arrive at Massawa Monday 
aboard a ship sailing from neigh- 
bouring Djibouti, a small country 
nestled in tbe crook of Africa’s 
HOrn, WFP announced Thurs- 
day. 

It wiD be the first time mem- 
bers of an international relief 
organisation visited the port since 
it was captured by Eritrean rebels 
in February, according to tbe 
Rome-based organisation. 

Since its capture, tire facility 
has been repeatedly bombed by 
Ethiopian fighter planes. 

Depending on the condition of 
Massawa, “major food aid ship- 
ments could commence through 
the port in a matter of weeks,” 
said WFP, in a statement sent to 
news organisations in Nairobi by 
telex. 

Food is reaching many parts of 
drought-stricken northern 
Ethiopia through a southern 


truck route run by Ethiopian 
church groups, through a cross- 
border operation run by interna- 
tional relief groups, and by two 
planes airlifting food to Eritrea’s 
capital, Asmara, by WFP, tire 
organisation said. 

“Food deliveries are stfl] in- 
sufficient to meet tire needs of the 
estimated 3.5 to 4 minion people 
in tire northern part of the coun- 
try affected by almost total crop 
Mure in 1989,” WFP said. 

Ethiopian President Mengistu 
Hade Mariam and tbe rebel Erit- 
rean People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF) both recently have ex- 
pressed their wflUngness to allow 
use of tire port for humanitarian 
purposes. 

lire EPLF has seized control of 
most of Eritrea, Ethiopia’s north- 
ernmost province, except for 
Asmara, which remains in gov- 
ernment hands. 

A separate insurgency controls 
all of Tigfe, Eritrea’s southern 
neighbour, which also has suf- 
fered widespread drought. 

“The food situation in the 
north is extremely poor and will 
become worse before the new 
harvest in October,” WFP said. 


NICOSIA (R) — United Nations 
peacekeepers said Friday they 
were investigating reports that 
Turkish-Cypriot troops would 
take control of an abandoned 
resort adjoining the buffer zone 
dividing Cyprus. 

Sources dose to the military in 
breakaway north Cyprus said 
Turkish-Cypriot forces would 
soon take-over from mainland 
Turkish troops in yarosha^ 
formerly a Greek-Cypriot suburb 
of Famagusta. 

The sources said police posts 
would be set up in Varosba, 
whose high-rise hotels and apart- 
ment blocks have been crumbling 
and deserted since the Turkish 
invasion in 1974. 

There was no immediate offi- 
cial confirmation of the move. 
Any suggestion that Turkish Cyp- 
riots might settle Varosba is likely 
to cause outrage in the Greek- 
Cypriot south: 

The self-proclaimed Turkish- 
Cypriot northern republic reacted 
angrily to this month’s applica- 
tion by the Cyprus government to 
join the European Community 
(EC). Turkish-Cypriot Prime_ 
Minister Dervis Eroglu said 
Thursday he might break off talks 


armed at reimitm&tire island in a 
federation. >. 

'The resettlement Varosba 
has been on the agenda m pre- 
vious rounds of United Nations--, 
sponsored talks.- Tbe latest rbund 
broke down in February. 

Protesters in tire south are 
planning rallies to commemorate 
next week’s anniversary of the 
invasion, which followed a short- 
lived coup in Nicosia engineered 
by the military jmta'tiren ruling 
Greece. 

“Both U.N. headquarters in 
New York and UNFICYP (Un- 
ited Nations Forces In Cyprus) 
are following devel opmen ts on 
this matter, and being concerned 
about possible, consequences, 
UNFICYP is in direct- contact 
with both sides on a political and 
military level,” said' an UN- 
FICYP spokesman in Nicosia. 

Famagusta port bandied 83 per 
cent of tire island's cargo traffic 
before the invasion and Varosha 
was one of tire principal resorts. 

The dilapidated and rat- 
infested suburb is dearly visible 
from the south of tire buffer zone 
patrolled by 2,100 U.N. troops 
and-is a bitter reminder to Greek 
Cypriots of what they lost. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

T at 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1*38 Koran 

1&48 ...... Jfc Programme review 

15s45 CUUrea programme 

17£S — Frin ca tio nal pr o gramm e 

IMS News Summary 

Ifc» Local programme 

19s5S ••...»•••••••••• Programme review- 

ZfcM News in Arabic 

2039 Arabic varieties 

21sCt World Cup; Italy vs. England 

ZSM New* in Arabic 

ZfcM Arabic play 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:45 Champs Efysees 

IMS Newt m French 

19:15 Documentary 

IMS New* in Hebrew 

2fcS0 -News in Arabic 

2fc3S Joint Account 

Encounter 

21:39 Classical Music 

2fc99 ....... — ......... NcwinEngSA 

vmb Feature fit** 1 "Shinu mil 
Beyond** 


RMnyrfNvmACMiSmaU, 

TeL 810740 

AnembUea at God Church, Td. 

632785 . 

St. Joseph Chmnch Td. 624590. 

Church of the An — d n ihiw Td. 

63744 a 

Dc In Sale Chrarch TeL 661757 
Tcmnanta Charch Td: 622366 

Chinch dT the A — i rlH aa TeL 

623541. 

AngBcan Chmth Td. 625383. TeL 
628543. 

Armenian CathoUe Charch Td. 
771331. 

Anaealaa Orthodox Charch Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Cbraxh TeL 771751. 

Amman InacnmChmal Chard* TeL 

685326. 

EraapeBral Lathenn Charch TeL 

811295. 

The Ctorefc of Jem* CMt rf Utter- 
Day Sdota TeL 815817, 654932 


*M2 Fajr 

05:35 — ..... (Sanrise) Doha 

12M Dhuhr 

1602 — ‘A** 

1*48 Maghreb 

HOI .......... Taha 


Me teorology. 

It wffl be tor and winds w 3 be 
westerly moderate to fnofe. In Aqaba, 
winds wiQ be neftheify moderate to 
fresh and seat calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley . 


Mid-Anil, tflinji 
18/28 


23/36 

- - 15/36 

... 23/35 


Yest e rday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 28, Aqaba 35. Hmnkfity readmp: 
Amman 45 per cent, Aqaba 33 per 
COIL 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyem 
Dr. Rasim A1 Oaddoomi 

Dr. Saleh Zayed 

Dr. Ham HaddacSa 

Rm pharmacy. 

Ferdows pharmacy ...... 

A1 Arena pharmacy 

Naimokh pharmacy ...... 

A1 Salam pharmacy 

Yaccwb pharmacy 
Shmdsani phmnmcy ...... 


mum . 

Dr. Ahmad A) Hayeh .... 
AI Shares' pharmacy 


ZARQAs 

Dr. RandaShatrin ........ 

Khafifch pharmacy 


(-) 

985417 


.620115 

.646024 

,790677 

.777751 

.661912 

.778336 

.637055 

.623672 

.636730 

.644945 

.637660- 


Qt 3 Defence De partm ent 661111 

Qvfl Defence Teimertiatr 

Rescue. 630341 

OvO Defence Emer g e n cy 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank ....... 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pobee 896390 

Po bfc Seem ly Pc pt i ta Kia 630321 

Hoed Complaints ............. 605800 

Price Co mp laints .................. 661176 

Water and Sew era g e 

ttxnptaiatt. 897467 

Amman IT., m ij ni ~--‘ 

Ootnp l a i pts 787111 

Tdcohono Information 
(directory amtanoe) 121 

OveneasCafit — ..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repain 623101 
AbdaE Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ...... ................. 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan HoctricayAntboriiy ... 815615 
Electric Power 


C omp any — 636381 

RJFBgfat Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport...... 08-53200 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 
....642362 
....636140 
.. 664171/4 

— 660131 
845845 

667227/9 
666127/37 
.. 664164/6 

- 777101/3 
775111/26 
.891611/15 
,602240/50 
674155 


AMMAN: 

Hi w i ii i UhM flmtw! 

Kbafidi Maternity, J. Asm 
Akfleta Maternity, J. Anm. 

Jabal Amman Maternity.. 

Ma&as.J. Amman 

P al e stine , Sbrnasatri — 

Shrorkni Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Mnaiher Hospital ...» 

The Islamic, Abdafi 

Al-Afai, Abdali 

Itafian, At-Muhajreen 

AWa*trir,J.AAnfieh..~ 
Army. Marks ........... 

Qoeea Aha Hospital 

Awil T - 1Tr _ T _ T - T T 

ZARQA: 

Zar^aGovL Hospital 


Ibn Saia Hospital 
BUD; 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 
Greek Calhofic Hospital 

IboAlNafce* Hospital 

AQABA: 

PiinccHHayaHoopitai ... 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tib htfoajutkm h sappBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Jaferantfon depart- 
ment at Ac Qaeea Aha faenawm? 
Airport TeL where k 

should afways be w nifirrf . 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHoMs 
(T arnrinal i) 

K4S Singapore, Koala Lompnr (RJ) 

SMB .... Damascus (RJ) 

18:15 AitabenRj) 

VkM DfaahnnffiJ) 

1*38 Kuwait (RJ) 

1«8 NewDdhifRJ) 

lfc38 Cairo (RJ) 

lfc3S Karachi, Dabri (R^ 

18S Abo Dhabi, Bahrain (RJ) 

17M Montreal New Yeifcfaj) 


(03)314 IU 


1B» Leodonl 

UdB Frankfort j 

2Bs48 Tripoli i 

•KI5 Erankfwt(fll)( 


Otfemr Hlghta (Tar mfaiai 2) 


13JB „.. 
13-^5 
Md* 
1A35 .... 
15d5 „ „ 
17:38 

1KH 
2fe4* — 


- RSyadhl 


... Abu Dhabi, Bataaini 

,.„Ron»e( 

— .. Dubai, Darmscuf 

Kinnit(add.)( 

Paris, Damascus ( 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rlglrti 
(Tarminal 1) 


...... Vienna, Frankfurt ( 

Kuwait (add.) < 

, Amsterdam, New Yack | 
Madrid! 


.... Rome, Paris < 

- — ... Oeoera,BraHeh( 

........1. Baghdad ( 

Kuwaiti 

... a .n.»...... Bahraini 

Jeddah] 

Cairo | 

...» AbaIMiafai,Dabai| 
.................. Doha 


Othar Fnghte (Tannlnal 2). 

•MS Beirut (ME 


/Cabo (M5> 

1*M ... Riyadh (SV) - 

is* 

19A5 ... — Kuwait (add.)(KU) 

23;lt Darnasrro. Paris (AF) . 


Vppcrflowa price to Bt pcr kg. 

Appbr ; 700/600 . 

Ajuksoi* £. 500/ 400- . 

B a nan a — li.„^ 5O0 J 450 

Banana (Mokaaaar) 450/400 

Brims 220/ 180 


Cabhsfe — ™;/130 i 90 

Carrot — 2007T50 : 

Oofiflower 200/150 

Cora^_ — — - 
.Qwtmbwtoqpe) 100/ 60 : 

Cuc a nbe u (iassl) . ^ ..tilO/lM - 

Dates ino/wm 

. Eggplant ; jattf 80 " 

Grape* 220 

Lonoo .. -’^480 > 450 . - 

Mafiow — ^...^...^^^, 80/ .40; 
Marrow (large) 60 

Mapow.(aidO -^-^.7160/120 

Oman (&y) 

-O ra nge 

Pepper (tweet) /150 

Sage •m/SOO: 

Sweet 

Tomatoes — ugf:- 
. Watetraekm Tfwr^ 


Grape* 

Mato# .... 


m(CT) 








train craftsmen 
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ftfce fa£* 
^ssuqi*^ 
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“Pfeiws? 


- ■ .„ . ,,, “ ynyyiw . 1 

UMtndmg some .Jordanian pfl-j 
grans. 

In his cable. King Fahd ; 
*“* fa modem was caused by ; 
’heavy congestion in ’the twmyj j 
lea<&^ to Mina, one of the places 
where rcHgjoos rites arc pa* 
fanned, and that the accident 
happened by fate and divine de- 
cree. i 


felt condolences and those of the 
Sa u di government and people 
over dm tragic event to King 
Hussem and die famTiwt of the 
bereaved and those injured in the 
incident. 
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India, Jordan share many concerns, 
says parliament deputy speaker 


by Jomnami Hahai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A mcnmy! from 
Indian Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh to His Majesty King 
Hussein delivered Wednesday 
dealt with a series of issnes of 
mutual concern, including the 
Arab-Israeti conflict, the Iran- 
Iraq situation, activities of die 
non-aligned movement, and 
international development as 
well as the ifatfnmr dispute! 
between India and Pakistan,! 
according to a senior In dian 
parliamentarian. 

Nejm ‘Hebtollah, deputy 
speaker of the Upper House of 
the Indian Parliament, who 
was received by the King 
Wednesday and held talks with 
other senior officials Thursday, 
said India and Jordan shared 
many concerns in common. 
“Whatever happens in the in- 
ternational scene affects ; ns 
berth," . sbe toid the Jpjdah 
Times in an interview .Ttmxs- 
day. 

Hebtollah, who described 
her visit as a “goodwill mission 
in view of the traditionally 
strong relations” between Jor- 
dan and India said Amman and 
New Delhi held identical views 
cm many issnes. 

The Indian parliamentarian, 
whose trip here is seen as part 
of India's efforts to secure sup- 
port for its position, in its dis- 
pute with Pakistan over Kash- 
mir, said New Delhi was only 
seeking “to present the reality 
of the situation in K a shm i r ." 

. “If the actual situation is 
understood then support win 
follow,” she sad. “We arc not" 
seeking sympathy from the 
Arab or Islamic- Worlds, but 
are trying to portray the histor- 
ical background and geog- • 
raptrical considerations behind 
the Kashmir dispute." 

Hebtollah, a Muslim mem- 
ber of the opposition Congress 
(1) party of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and a 
.serving parliamentarian in the 


upper house for the pass 10 
years, criticised what she de- 
scribed as Pakistan’s efforts to 

“turn the rMWif problem 
into an Islamic ferae. 

The dispute, she contended, 
“is not religious. It is a ques- 
tion of some Kashmiris being 
misguided." S he argued that 
“the majority of Kashmiris do 
not support the rebellion or 
separation from India.” 

The Indian-Pakistani con- 
flict, which dates bade to 1947 
when the sub-continent was 
divided into predominantly 
Hindu India and mainly Mus- 
lim Pakistan, flared into open 
violence earlier this year. Over 
400 people have been killed 
since then, with New Delhi and 
Islamabad trading charges 
against each other. 

Pakistan has accused India 
of gross violations of human 
rights in ir»<thTTwr hr Its efforts 
to put down a sep ar atist rcbef- 
Eon by Mus&nt nrifitantsintbe 
picturesque Himalayan valley 
and has called far international 
in v olvement in moves to settle 
the problem of Kashmir, one 
fond of which is under Pakista- 
ni control and the rest ruled by 
Inrfia.. New Delhi, which says 
Kashmir is an integral part of 
India, has rejected the charges 
and accused Pakistan of 
arming and training the separ- 
atists. Islamabad denies the 
charge ami describes die revolt 
in Kashmir as an “ u pris in g of 
people against Indian rule.” . 

According to Hebtollah, In- 
dia only wants Pakistan to 
“stop its training and supply of 
weapons to the separ atis ts.” 

“Once tins is done, we are 
capable of settling the prob- 
lem, which is exclusively Indi- 
an,” she told the Jordan 
Times. 

Asked how India viewed an 
assertion by American Senator 
Alan Cranston that Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran were supporting* 
the militan ts in Kashmir, she 
said: “We don’t react to such 
statements from Americans. 


AYF to expand membership 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Youth Forum (AYF) board of 
trustees Thursday decided to expand AYF membershipbase by 
«Hi iht two representatives for each govemorate, two others for 
tasnew members in Amman Govemorate and one fortheArab 
members. The dedskm was made during a meeting chaired by 
representative of the board of trustees. The board members also 
ffitni Tfrel issues pertaining to establishing new branches ana 
forming temporary committees. 

Muta opens 'Medical Day 9 

KARAK (Petra) — Muta University Vice-President for 
Affairs Abdul Rahman A1 Atiyytf Friday opened a 
“Medical Day" organised by the Jordanian Mefocal Association 
Ira cooperation withtbe university. The day aims at briefing 
daSoSmTStatest inventions, breakthroughs ttaA ^ stxev ^^ 

the field of medicine, in addition to giving them a chance to look 
the research pap ers in the field of m edic ine. The day 
j t lT w medical lectures and an exhibition off medicro es orga- 
ritfrfby the Arab, Centre for Pharmaceutical Industries. 

Land revenues go up 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director-General of te Land and Survey 
Ali Gharaibeh said Thursday that 
^^d% 2,138,000 in revenues during Jc^lSW, 

coBected dorinj [the same mmrt jm Wffl, ttat 
achieving an increax of-31 per cent over June last year- 

No W. Bank entry without two photo* 

AMMAN (Petra) — The PoHfc Security Pep?* 1 ?™ 1 ffSP) 
j^edSeopie wishing to visit the West Bank to fimnsh 
ja^adnntofhe visit permit and tempoimy 
July. Jim dqSw-eut 

?* , ^*^L-^!^Um ^.rts6owlhemwh°me n otm, 

enter the West Bank, 
possession of two ■ * 


We do not need Americans to 
tell us what is our problem 
since it was tiie imperialists and 
colonialists who created the 
problems in West Asia, includ- 
ing the Palestinian problem, in 
the first place. We do not trust 
them.” 

“Intfia has very good rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia and 
the rest of the Arab World as 
well as Iran,” she said, im- 
plying dial Cranston’s asser- 
tion could be aimed at under- 
mining those ties. 

Hebto&ah said she found a 
“very good tmderetanding of 
die Kashmir situation by Jor- 
dan” during her talk* Wednes- 
day with the King, and her 
meetings on Wednesday with 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Upper HdUse of Parliament 
speaker Ahmad Lawzi and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar. “I 
also found the. same response 
from Iraq, and Kuwait as well '■ 
as the Organisation of Islamic 
C onfere nce (OIQ ,” she s aid. 

During her talks in Amman, 
the two sides agreed that 
peaceful negotiations were the 
meats to settle problems in 
West Asia, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Asked why the Indian gov- 
ernment chose her — a mem- 
ber of die opposition rather 
than a member of the ruling 
party — to act as a special 
envoy, Hebtollah said: “I am a 
parliamentarian, and when it 
comes to internal politics I am 
a member of the Congress (I) 
Party. But when it comes to 
national issues, such as Kash- 
mir, I am an Indian before 
being a member of any party.” 

On problems in the western 
end of Asia, Hebtollah, said, 
India remains steadfast in its 
support for the Palestinian 
cause and hopes that the pre- 
sent tension in the Middle East 
does not lead to another Arab- 
Israeti war. 

Hebtollah, who is president 
of the IndorArab Friendship 




Nejmii HebtoBab 

Society and as sodi has an 
excellent grasp of the Arab- 
IsraeK conflict and its intrica- 
cies, said' she was involved in 
supporting the Palestinian 
■_ cause for the past 20 years, she 
accused the U.S. of not bring 
“serious or sincere” about 
efforts to settle the problem. 
The Americans can solve the 
problem "if they are serious, 
and I hope they will be se- 
rious,” she said. 

Noting that India has always 
supported Arab and Palesti- 
nian chnses and opposed 
Israel’s occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories, Hebtollah said New ■ 
Delhi also opposes Israel’s set- 
tlement policies. “It is not its 
right to settle occupied terri- 
tories,” she said. 

She paid tribute to the “im- 
portant role of His Majesty, 
King Hussein in trying to solve 
the Palestinian problem as well 
as the Iraq-Iran war and the 
Lebanese civil war.” 

She described the resump- 
tion of parliamentary life and 
the democratisation process in 
Jordan as “very healthy.” 

Hebtollah was visiting Petra 
Friday. She is scheduled to 
meet with a number of pufia- 
ment members before leaving 
Amman for home Saturday. 


Water pollution a problem 


(Continued from page 1) 

along the rivers, bringing pressure 
on the treatment plant, leading to 
leaser time and efficiency spent on 
the p uri fication process, according 
to Brommett. 

Heavy metals, another long-term 
danger to fish and water users, are 
all below the standards set by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) except anenic. 
Arsenic content should not exceed 
an average of 17J5 nanogtammes (1 
nanogramme (ng) « 1 bBKonth of a 
g ram me) per litre by EPA stan- 
dards. Bat it was found in King 
Talal Dan in an average of 2,680 ng 
per litre. Even the sfipperiestof the 
fish could not escape it. 

The source of anenic, Bnnmnett 
said, could be pesticides. 

Another contaminafing bacteria, 
found h the Zarqa River, King’ 
Talal Dam and the water below the 
dam b the fecal conform bacteria 
that comes from human waste. 

The average m the Zarqa River 
was 720 ceb per Eire (compared to 
foe U.S- standard of 14.5 cefis per. 
fine). The dam avenged 42 ceSs/ 
fore, and foe water below the dam 
13 cdfariitre. 

“Is chlorination enough to depot- 
hue water?" 

“Contrary to befief, it does not 
help much and ov ctchloriB iriop is 
carcinogenic,” said Bntmmeft.. ' 

The Near East Fo und a tion , after 
a study ta 1988, estimated that 
getting rid of anenic and bacteria- 
would cost (at present prices) JD 
\2 seBBon. The fish profession, if 
foe water were dean, cooldfre 400' 


tonnes a year. 

- As ft is, with so many govern- 


ment t itablislaurwTt bchteandved 
(foe Water Authority, the minis- 
tries of water and irrigation, health, 
agriculture, foe R5S, and the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority) and nobody 
realty doing much about it. The 
poOntion problem at King Talal 
reservoir renders it useless for fish 
producti o n. 

It is equally useless as far as 
d rinking is conce rn ed and even 
conte mp lating swmnmng should be 
the furthest idea on one^ mind. 
The gove r nme n t, in an obvious 
gesture of recognition of the prob- 
lem, has prohibited swimming in 
the dam and strongly forbade 
fishing. This however doesn’t seem 
to keep aS people away from it and 
consequences are grave for human 
health. 

A point of real concern is foe 
possibility of contamination of 
crops inigated with water from the 
dam. Accordmg to Brummett, con- 
tamination is less likely to happen, 

as by foe time water reaches down 
to the valley it would have been 
further purified. The real trouble 
there comes from pesticides. 
“There were seven cases of people 
dead because of ignorance rather 
thaw government apathy. But they 
dfed because of pesticides, not an- 
water,” said, Brummett. 

Coramcatieg on foe dams’ water 
and the possibility of finding a 
1 rotation to the poButioa problem, 
Brummett nkL* “The only iwod- 
sbte solution is to antra! foe tapwc 
of pollutants. Sewage fodkd aferi 
bloom would then be at lea* par- 
tiaSy controUod with intensive fish 
production. Such fish production*, 
might weS cover the cost of pre- 
venting poBuboo." 


Qasem, U.N. chief 
review Middle East 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
Thursday called on the interna- 
tional community, represented by 
tiie United Nations, to provide 
protection to the Palestinians in 
die occupied Arab territories. 

Qasem was talking dming a 
meeting with U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de CneOar 
with whom he reviewed the situa- 
tion in the Middle East and the 
Palestinian question in light of 
tiie escalation of Israel's oppres- 
sive measures against the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Qasem warned of the dangers 
of the Israeli measures and the 
Judaisatkm plans currently being 
implemented in tiie occupied ter- 


ritories and Israel’s intransigence 
in the face of peace initiatives. 

Qasem said that the Israeli 
extre mi st policy has blocked the 
peace effort in the region and 
brought them to a deadlock. 

Qasem voiced Jordan’s hopes 
on the U.N. role in paving the 
ground for an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. 

Perez de Cuellar spoke highly 
of Jordan’s constructive role in 
tiie region and noted with appre- 
ciation IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts to maintain security 
and stability in tiie region. 

The meeting was attended by 
Jordan’s permanent representa- 
tive to tiie U.N., Abdullah Salah, 
and a number of tiie secretaiy- 
gpneral’s aides. 


Jordan, Egypt to boost trade 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
and Egyptian ministers of trade 
and economy arc meeting in Am- 
man in the coming week to dis- 
cuss ways of pr omoting trade 
exchanges and to review joint 
projects in industry and agricul- 
ture. 

The meeting, to open on July 
IS, has been paved for by a joint 
team of experts who held a series 
of meetings in Amman this week 
and who will submit their recom- 
mendations to the ministerial 
meeting, according to tiie Jordan 
N ews Agency, Petra . 

The two sides are discussing 
removing customs restrictions 
and other barriers impeding 
trade, increasing the volume of 
trade under an existing bilateral 
trade protocol and promoting 
joint ventures. In addition, the 
two countries intend to take steps 
towards bolstering the Aqaba- 
Nweibeh land-sea route linking 
Aqaba with Sinai . 

Ibrahim Badran, Ministry of 
Industry and Trade’s secretary- 
general who led Jordan’s team to 
the meeting?, emphasised the 
need for handling economic and 
trade issues on sound economic 
basis, taking into account the 
interests of berth countries. 

According to Petra, the two 
sides will discuss the prospect of 


raising to 200 mOKon Egyptian 
pounds the total value of the 
trade protocol agreed on last year 
and the question of speeding up 
the process of Bolting the two 
countries’ national grids and Unk- 
ing them with those of Syria and 
Turkey- 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ziyad Fariz, who will lead tiie 
Jordanian ride to the Sunday 
meeting, has just returned from a 
visit to Damascus where he dis- 
cussed the provisions of a bilater- 
al trade protocol. 

Petra said that Fariz discussed 
with Syrian officials steps that 
should be taken to boost trade 
exchanges by removing restric- 
tions; proposals in tins direction 
will be submitted to the 
Jordanian-Syrian higher joint 
committee meeting in Damascus, 
towards the end of this month.* 

Fariz, who returned to Amman 
Thursday night, said that he also 
attended the general assembly 
meeting of the joint Syrian- 
Jordanian Free Zones Company 
to review its financial conditions 
and in a bid to attract more 
investors to establish ventures at 
the free zone located between 
Jordan and Syria. 

He said that joint ventures and 
investments are welcomed in the 
areas of industry, agriculture and 
tourism. 


Solution to water crisis 


(Cnntlwsr it .fttwn page 1) 


facing now. 

“I believe it’s necessary to 
implement year-round ration- 
ing meas ur es, but the political 
implications are not for me to 
face,” said an official who 
axlfftd to remain anonymous. 
“In this way we could force 
Jordanians to implement 
necessary survival measures 
.that many other countries have 
already adopted,” he added. 

The lack of coordinated 
planning housing units across 
the Kingdom, Bilbcsi said, was 
a “major problem" contribnt- 


“Many of the bousing units 
in Jordan are built without 
municipal planning," Bilbea 
said. “If you have a series of 
five houses on one hill, five qn 
another and some more on yet 
3 iKK) w f then it’s difficult for 
those who have to snbsde- 
quently bnild streets, and con- 
nect electricity and water lines 
to ithnt areas. Many of these 
op wa lio— are extremely in- 
rffi rimat fe foefr use of water 
andother necessities BObesi 
pointed out. 

, He said that the poor plan- 
ning of housing units was a 
major reason why some people 
efid not receive water for days 

at a tine. 


“Reaching isolated areas 
which do not have private welb 
is extremely time-consuming 
and costly,” he said. 

One water authority official 
went as for as to suggest impos- 
ing restriction tm the bmkfing 
of homes in isolated areas. 

“People have to discipline 
themselves to use water effi- 
ciently. At the same tme the 
water authority has to keep up 
a good maintenance system so 
that water wffl not be lost 
jhrough tecfanical_ leakages. 

Those responsible for housing 
units have to bmld roads and 
connect water and electricity 
lines before they bnfld housing 
'units,” Bilbcsi mid w hile asses- 
sing how best to tackle the 
problem. 

Other water authority offi- 
cials are more severe in their 
assessment. Some say that effi- 
cient water usage cannot be 
imposed and that tariffs for 
di sp roportio ns ! usage of water 
should be introduced. 

“The water shortage is no 
joke and if an sectors don’t 
participate in fowling with tiie 
problem it can only get 
worse,” Bilbcsi conducted. 


NHF said that tbd centre is 
designed to create a new genera- 
tion of skilled Jordanian crafts- 
men and to provide trainers and 
instructors for tiie various trades. 

The first phase of the project 
pnoompossea weaving and cera- 
mics; other handicrafts were 
being introduced in subsequent 
phases. 

The centre’s activities, coordin- 
ated within the NHFs Hand- 
icrafts Development Project and 
supervised initially by a group of 
Italian consultants, include: a 
three-year tr aining programme 
for students and courses for the 
public and craftspeople and a 
three year in-service programme 
for trainers. 

NHF said that plans to estab- 
lish production unitp linked to the 
centre were under implementa- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, Queen Noor 
announced her acceptance of 
honorary presidency at the Cere- 
bral Palsy Foundation (CPF) 
which operates five centres cater- 


ing for the needs of children with 
cerebral palsy in Jordan. 

The Queen announced her 
consent when she received the 
foundation's chairman and mem- 
bers of tiie executive committee 
at A1 Ma’wa Palace. 

According to CPF Director 
■Fakhri Biibeisi, the five centres 
have been providing care, treat- 
ment and rehabilitation sendees 
to some 4,500 children. 

The NHF believes that 10,000 
cerebral palsy cases exist in Jor- 
dan - «nd is p lanning to Open a 
sixth centre in Karak in the near 
future. 

The present centres, located in 
Amman , Irbid, Zarqa, Aqaba 
and Salt have been providing 
services and care frce-of-charge 
to all children." 

“The CPF organises collections 
from the public, usually in Octo- 
ber each year and raises at least 
JD 170,000 annually for its huma- 
nitarian services,” Biibeisi said. 

He said the five centres offer 
medical assessment to children 
who show signs of disability and 
brain injury or abnormal de- 
velopment in the early years of 
life. 

Accor ding to Biibeisi, the aim 
of the CPF is to reduce the 
prevalance of cerebral palsy in 
Jordan from five to one per 1,000 
births by improving material and 
child health and insuring proper 
provisions for safe pregnancies 
and deliveries. 

Early detection and treatment, 
he said, prevent disabilities from 
becoming handicaps. 


VTC trains 670 in 
Ein Al Basha 


SALT (Petra) — The Vocational 
Training Centre at Ein Al Basha 
near Salt this year admitted 500 
apprentices and 170 trainees for 
training periods extending up to 
two years, according the centre’s 
Acting Director Hassan Abu 
Rayyan. 

He said that the centre estab- 
lished by the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC). in 1982, 
offers training in 12 different 
trades, ranging from vehicle 
body-repair and building to hotel 
management and catering. 

These entitled to receive train- 
ing courses, be said, are students 
who completed their compulsory 
stage of school education and are 
at least 16 years of age. 

“Apprentices of various ages 


and backgrounds can learn a 
trade at the centre within four 
month*- through intensive 
courses whfle others can have 
integrated two-year training^ 
jeourses which provide further 
training," Abu Rayyan said. 

“The total number of appren- 
tices who graduated fo 1989 was 
492 while graduating trainees 
were 118, Abu Rayyan added. 

He said that a staff of 97 in- 
structors provides training to the 
students and help them to do 
production work in various work-' 
shops. 

The products, he said, are sold 
to private and public organisa- 
tions, earning the centre very 
limited profit that covers- the cost 
of materials. 



KARAK (Petra) — A huge fire 
in the Jubilee Forest near Karak 
destroyed 7,000 forest trees 
planted there 10 to 15 years ago 
and initial investigations blamed 
the fire on vacationers’ irres- 
ponsible actions. 

A spokesman for the Civil De- 
fence Department (CDD), which 
rushed fire engines to the scene, 
■said that pine and cypress trees 
grown on some 100 dunums were 
burnt down along' with the dry 
grass and shrubs, and said that 
the vacationers were to blame. 

It took several hours to put out 
the fire, due mostly to the diffi- 
cult terrain; large crowds of local 
citizens helped in fighting the 
fire, according to the Spokesman- 

Minister of Agriculture Sulei- 
man Arabiyat visited the site 
Thursday and was told by CDD 
officers that vacationers who had 
made tea in the forest were re- 
sponsible for the fire, as tools and 
other things found in the site 
indicated; the officers said that 


WHAT’S 


the whole matter had been refer- 
red to the police for further inves- 
tigation. 

Addressing a gathering of local 
Agriculture Department officials 
and citizens, Arabiyat announced 
that immediate steps would be 
taken for re-planting trees in foe 
same area in foe coming week. 

“Hie ministry, with its nurser- 
ies that produce millions of tree 
saplings, is trying to spearhead 
efforts towards greening Jordan 
by foe year 2,000 and everything, 
possible will be done to achieve 
that goal," the minister said. 

Arabiyat urged public orga- 
nisations in foe southern regions 
of Jordan to cooperate with 
ministry teams in re-planting foe 
trees and he urged vacationers, 
hunters and jshepherds to avoid 
lighting fires in and around 
forests. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, he 
said, will take stricter measures tc 
provide protection to the forest 
areas in the Karak Govemorate. 


The foBowmg testings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify foe listed 
time and place with the co n ce rn ed institutions. 


* Open sto&o and workshop far artis£ ***** Zara dtaptayfeag; 1 
pa hrttngs , t a aiplnre s and hand-painted fotefca. Leerin: off 
2nd Oreie, apposite RiwrafoaH (938-1:39 and 3£frfe30). 

☆ RtiMh i tiniw of ceramics, pa intings by Gastone Prims at AHa 1 
Art Gallery. 

* Hartfe art exUtdtiaa by Rsdatea and Ruba n«*»H * the 
Houafeg Bank Complex halL 


# Concerts by Jordan Aimed Forces Band (6*9 - 7M ba), a 
tecai firfk ti «p« (7:80 - fctt pjnu) and a Pakfetaal folk tiwape 
(8:39 - fc39) at the Forma, 

* ***** nd poetry at Artcatis Steps — 7:30 pa. 
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Call that has to be 


made 


Assad arrives in Cairo 


AT beast three good news reports came out of the U.S. (Us 
week* 

First there w as the New York Tfaues-CBS opinion poO 
that found more Americans “now support giving the 
Palestinians a h M H a w d in the occupied West Bank and 
Gam Strip.” The percentage of Americans supporting a 
Palestinian homeland to have Jumped from 10 per cent two 
years ago to 47 per cent now. 

- Second there was the Saadi arms deal that went through 
the U.S. Congress with almost no opposition. According to 
reports, the maht Jewish lobbyist group, AEPAC, dffl not 
put np a fight against the $4 billion deal, apparently because 
the atmosphere in Washing ton these days b not o me of 
sympathy for the Jewish state or the Jewish lobby. 

Then there was ex-Senator Charles Percy’s long address 
to the American people at the National Press Club in which 
he called on the administration to resume the dialogue with 
toe FLO “at an mcreasmg level of au thor it y,” to urge the 
Israelis to enter into direct negotiations with Palestinian 
representatives, to formulate a peace plan with the Soviet 
Union as the basis for an in te rn a t ional peace conference and 
to advise Israel that U.S. aid may well be Baked to the 
Jewish state’s human rights practices In the occupied' 
territories. 

AH these are indications that a growing n n aib a r of 
Americans, nuHvidnab, officials and even Jews are not hi 
total agreement with Israel on issues of war and peace in the 
Middle East. However, ft was the Americans who for so 
many decades provided the Isradfa with the s ubstance for 
their survival and for their war machinery. It was the 
Americans who p ress u red the- Soviet Union to let Soviet 
Jews go. It b the U.S. which continues to be committed to 
Israel’s su per i or war machine, existence and security. By 
doing ' so, the O.S. has alienated its Arab friends and 
c rea ted a hard-to-dfe animosity towards America. Percy 
sammed it aH when be told hfr feflow Americans that he and 
tab 47-man delegation “encountered a mounting anger and 
hostility towards the United States which (the Arabs) accuse 
of total bias against them and unquestioning support of 
Israel.” 

In fact with the ascent of religious ftmdaaKnialian in the 
region, hatred for the UJS. and its poKdcs wffl grow even 
stronger. The U.S.' position towards the Middle East 
process b playing into the hands of the extremists, and the 
longer such attitudes by the superpower persist the stronger 
the forces of extremism wffl grow and endanger the region 
and U.S. interests. 

The American a dm i nistr ation should not sit kfle waiting 
for the Likud government to call, ft should take the 
initiative itself and call its friends and allies in Israel and 
warn them that unless they compromise with the Palesti- 
utauB, the region wffl ultimately explode in a dangerous 
conflagration that will be harmful to aH. 


JORDAN PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i daily Friday linked Washington’s suspension of its 
dialogue with the PLO to Israel’s escalation of arbitrary actions 
against the Palestinian people, and said that the Arabs have no 
alternative but to take joint action to deal with the situation. The 
paper referred to the upcoming meeting of Arab foreign ministers 
in Tonis to discuss the situation as a good chance for the Arab 
countries to come up with new ideas to bolder the steadfastness of 
the Palestinian people and then uprising. In the face of fast 
moving developments in the Middle East, and in view of Israel's 
escalation of its atrocities against the Arab population of 
Palestine, the Arab masses do not expect statements of conde- 
mnation or concern coming out from the Tunis meeting on 
Sunday, but rather a decision to take a collective action that 
would deter Israel from pursuing its present policies, said the 
paper. One would expect meaningful action on the part of the 
Arab World to prevent the aggressors and their allies from 
imposing their hegemony on the Arabs, added the paper. The 
paper -said that the foreign ministers' -task is not easy, but the 
Arab masses are hoping that they would arrive at Ucpncermng; 
future steps. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily is critical of the manner in which the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs dealt with the failures and 
shortcomings during this year's pilgrimage to Mecca. S&bh Abdul 
Sanmd backs the Minister of Awqaf ui demanding that those 
responsible for the shortcomings and inconvenience encountered 
by the pilgrims be held to -account for their actions and face 
penalties, but be also emphasises the need for the public in- 
general and the pilgrims in particular to hear the views of the 
national company which was accused by the minister of carrying 
put acts of sabotage, intended to shake confidence m the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. The writer says that the pilgrims 
ijave suffered a great deal due to lack of coordination; and the 
company can by no means shoulder the whole responabtity for 
the shortcomings on its own. He says there is a mystery about the 
ministry’s actions, like allowing the company to go ahead with its 
sabotage activities despite prior knowledge of such intentions «Ki 
allowing the company’s buses to leave Maan for Mecca despite an 
earlier ban on them for technical reasons. Abdul Samad suggests 
the creation of a committee to be entrusted with investigating into 
tee whole matter so that similar excesses would not recur in the 
coming pilgrimage seasons. • 

Al Dastomr daily urged the Arab fnrripi — i aiw era who are!' - 
meeting in Tunis Sunday to assmne their t^tional rcsportribffityf 
and to seriously discuss measures that would thwart Israel’s plans 
in occupied Jerusalem. The paper said that rec en t reports 
indicated that the Israeli government is racing against time to 
build settlements and to absorb large numbers of Soviet immig- 
rants in and around the holy city. What Israel wishes to achieve, is 
to separate the city Jerusalem completely from the rest of the 
occupied Palestinian land in a show of determination to adhere to 
its annexation decision, said foe paper. 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Syria’s President 
Hafez Al-Assad will set the seal 
on reconciliation between 
Damascus and Cairo with his first 
visit to Egypt in 13 years today. 
, The astute Syrian seldom for- 
ays abroad. His three-day mis- 
sion to the only Arab state that 
has made peace with Israel is the 
culmination of shifts in the ba- 
lance of Arab power that stretch 
back many years. 

“It is a pragmatic appreciation 
of die chessboard of Middle East 
politics, not love of Egypt or its 
pro-Western stance, that brings 
him here,” said an Arab envoy. 

For Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, luring the Syrian lion 
— Assad means lion in Arabic — 
from his Damascus lair to a for- 
mer royal palace on Che outskirts 


of Alexandria is testimony to 
Egypt's drive to build bridges 
across the efrman of the Arab-. 
Israeli conflict as well as inter- 
A rab squabb l es. 

There is a traditional pattern in 
tbe ebb and flow of Arab power, 
centred on three capitals . — 
Cairo, Baghdad and Damascus. 

‘‘When one of these centres 
predominates, the outsiders tend 
to get together,” the envoy said. 

Iraq's President Saddam Hus- 
sein, long at odds with Assad, has 
emerged from bis country's eight- 
year war with Iran determined to 
cast himself as the champion of 
tile Arab World, and its defender 
in tbe face of Israeli intransi- 
gence. _____ . . 

Mubarak is working to mend 
the personal and ideological rift 
between Assad and the Iraqi 
leader. Despite dose relations 
with Hussein, his efforts have yet. 


Corruption probe 


t fry - ca chra gc rates in yfPm in 
1587. The project has crossed its 
two-thirds mark, and work is coo- 

fi fniing ac ffyling tn wwipn y nffi . 

dais who now argue that the firm 
has “lost heavily” because of the 
devaluation of the dinar. 

The project drew a controversy, 
both in Jordan as well as in India, 
immediately after die contract was 
awarded on a neg otia ted basis 
since another Indian company, a 
state-owned establishment, was re- 
ported u> have offered to under- 
take tbe project at a much lower 
cost, with the difference as much as 
$20 minion. 

Tbe issue was raised in the Indi- 
an parliament in May 1967 (on the 
grounds that the government- 
agreed contract was awarded to a 
private sector company while state- 
owned firms were ready to do the 
job) and in the Jordanian P arii a- 
ment in December 1967. Both gov- 
ernments told their respective par- 
hamenfs that it was the other side 
which nominated the private sector 
comp any , i nsist i ng that dm project 
be awarded to it. 

The case of food laboratory re- 
ports, aooon&tg to the source, was 
proved lacking in evidence after a 
key witness, an employee at die 
Ministry of Health laboratory, 
failed to substantiate charges that 
“someone higher up" had tam- 
pered with test result reports which 
rejected several items of imported 
foodstuff — i nclud in g canned meat 
— as unfit for Iw mim consump- 
tion. The original test results were 
replaced with forged ones which 
the as fit for 

human consumption and allowed 
them to be marketed, acconfag to 
the allegation. 

As to probes into the Swaqa 
prision construction project, 
awarded in 1575, “there me two 
counts of charges m this case," said 
the source. “One involves the con- 
tract, which was awarded by the 
Ministry of Public Works, and the 
other the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD)." He declined to 
elaborate. 

According to other sources, one 
sped of die case in v olves allega- 
tions that the contract value of the 
project was inflated, and the other 
relates to questions over how the 
project was awarded to a new 
contractor who produced designs 
and specifications at a very late 
‘stage in the tendering process. 

The Jordanian law of statute 
economic crimes — the legally 
specified time limit for initiating 
any case far crime after it is com- 
mitted — coven 15 yean. The 
Swaqa project, althotigh awarded 
in 1975, was not completed until 
1983 and therefore remains within 
tbe law of statute, the source sahL 

The case related to the sate of 
15,000 ounces of gold, part of the 
reserves held by the Central Bank, 
involved questions whether tbe re- 
levant legal procedures were fol- 
lowed m the process. “The testi- 
monies given by various officials 
indicate that the sale was carried 
out at a most critical time for the 
gove rn ment when it could not have 
been delayed. Every phase of the 
deal has been properly recorded," 
according to one of tbe sources. 
"There is very tittle indication of 
any wrongdoing in the affair 
acc or ding to tbe picture e m e r g ing 
from the investigations. The offi- 
cials who initiated the sale appear 
to have acted in light of a special 
emerg en cy power given to them by 
law." 

Another case involves c harg e s 
that the government in power m 
1987 committed itsdf to paying JD 
4 mflfion in an arbitration case 
involving a foreign co mp any and 
the Hijaz Railway Corporation 
while consecutive governments 
bad refined to do so since 1573 
when a court derision was made in 
fievour of the company. The refusal 
was based on an argument that tbe 
Hijaz Railway Corporation was 
jointly operated by Jordan, Syria 
and Sana Arabia and therefore 
Jordan should be not be asked to 
shoulder the burden alone. 

Subsequent to the government 
.'decision in 1967, JD 2 ahSioa were 
paid immediately to the co mp a n y, 
and die rest was to be paid in 
instalments, according to sources. 
A former senior official of the 
Central Bank is mrpheated in die 
case because of his aHeged finks 
with the c omp an y as well as a 
Jor danian bmikwmch had origianl- 
ly furnished a guarantee for foe 
entire amount to the company, the 
s ou rce s said. 

Charges that Ministry of Supply 
penalties on de faah iflg co nt ractors 
were waived wiJhwnpiwper proce- 
dures or reason are the basis of yet 
another case. “It is found that 
some waivera were made even be- 
fore the goods were unloaded at 


Aqaba,”acconfing to the source. 
“There are no records of any for- 
mal pro ce d ure s such as applica- 
tions for demency by the contrac- 
tors which should normally pre- 
cede waivers in cases of delayed 
deliveries or other defaults. The 
total amou n t mm into hundreds of 
thousands of efinars.” the source 
said. 

The Abu Nseir case stems from 
charges that corruption was in- 
volved in awarding the contract to 
build tbe bousing complex sod the 
project ex c eeded the original con- 
tract value by over JD 12 mffion. 
The source declined to confirm aqy 
figure, but said: “This is a case with 
strong grounds and it will be for- 
warded to the House since it in- 
volves a “ minister, ” he said. 
Again, he deefinrd to identify die 
“minister." 

The inves tig ati on s were awfened 
to six prosecutors assisted by rep- 
resentatives of the Audit Bureau, 
the Central Bank and the Mfimstry 
of Finance as well as transiatora 
(due many contracts and docu- 
ments are in foreign l anguag es). 
The investigation proc ess mostly 
involved t»Kng testimony. Senior 
officials, former and present, and 
representatives of foreign com- 
panies were also summoned to 
testify before tbe investigating pro- 
secutors, the source said. 

“It's tike a pandora’s box,” said 
the source. “Grounds for dozens of 
hitherto unknown cases pop up 
e veryti me a file is opened and 
s c r utin ised and cross-checked with 
testimonies.” 

According to parliamentary 
sources, the Financial Committee 
is w or kin g on three or four more 
cases to t pre s entation to the 
prosecutor-general’s office for in- 
vestigation. The sources did not 
explain why no more than “three 
or four cases" were being contem- 
plated white the Lower House had 
raised the prospect erf dozens of 
cases dreived from defteratious of 
the Financial Committee and pre- 
sented to the House dming the 
March 20 secret session but 
“leaked" to the press. These in- 

^fJarter trade deals with* Syria 
and Iraq under bilateral agree- 
ments. 

According to a legal source, the 
case involves “senior officials who 
gave preference to products of a 
very limited number of local com- 
panies belonging to certain inefi- 
viduah, allowed inflated prices and 
denied equal opport uni ties to all 
nnder the government-to- 
go venune nt trade agreement. 

— A wheat and barely import 
tender. 

Informed sources said the affair 
relates to Ministry of Supply con- 
tracts awarded to certain private 
sector companies for the import of 
these grains at inflated prices over- 
looking competitive offers at lower 
prices. 

— The Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Production Company; 

— The King Tala! Dam Project; 

— Purchase of boots for the Dead 
Sea and yachts for the Aqaba Ports 
Authority; 

— Tbe King Abdullah Complex 
project; 

— Tbe Postal Savings Fund; 

— The fertiliser and potash pro- 
jeets; 

— The Ma'in spa project; 

' — Appropriation of Japanese and 
West German loans for tefccom- 
mnmcaitoo projects; 

— Tbe Detr Ala pipeline project; 

— Expansion at the Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories Company; 

— “Sale” of Jordanian passports; 

— Petra Bank and the Jordan Gulf 
■Bank; 

— Purchase of a command and 
oootnd centre and vehicles for the 
Public Security De par t m e n t; and 

— Side and leasing of air cra ft by 
Royal Jord a n ian . 

According to paiiiamentafy 
sources, the Financial Committee 
of the House had foundltiiat most 
of these projects were awarded at 
“highly inflated contract values in- 
volving motions of dollars.” 

In some cues, said the source, it 
was found that “projects winch 
were originally ratimatrri to have 
cost under $3 uuffion cost as much 
as $7 million by the time tbe 
contract was awarded or the pro-. 

ject was completed." 

“In some other cases, come of 
the significant procedures related 
to de te r minin g the best offer have 
not been foflowed. and eoaftaett 
were granted apparent l y with per- 
sonal consideration* and inte r es ts 
as the governing factors,” the 
source added. 

At tile same time, said a deputy, 
“ft ya easy for anyone to cite names 
apd projects and allege corruption. 
But proving the charges it ft some- 
thing else. That » the reason why 
the deputies agreed that thar defi* 
berattons should be in sedeL” 


to bear fruit- Iraq insists Syria 
most apologise for backing Iran 
in tbe Gulf war, halted by a 
ceasefire in August 1988. 

Tbe 20-year-old rift was cast m 
sharp relief when Baghdad* 
hosted an emergency Arab Stsn- 
rnit in May, with Asad refusing 
all efforts to persuade him to 
attend^ 

The sense of Syrian isolation 
does not end there. 

Syria has difficulties with four 
of its five neighbours — Israel, 
with which it is technically at war, 
Lebanon where the quagmire of' 
civil war continues unabated, 
long-standing rivalry with Iraq 
and Turkey, mired in a dispute 
over water. • 

Assad has other problems. The 
Soviet Union, his principal back- 
er for decades, is preoccupied 
with internal diSkid ties ' and he 


can no longer rely on Moscow’s 

supply line. 

‘Die sharply contrasting values: 
between Mubarak and Asad and 
their very d ffier e nt waBons for. 
getting together seem certain-to 
ensure recontiliatian falls short of. 
a meeti ng o fmmds. 

Egypt’s late president Anwar 
Sadat, in a characteristically 
dramatic gesture, cot ties with 
Syria in 1977 after Damascus 
publicly savaged the Egyptian’s 
peace overtures to Israel. - 

Two years later, Sadat signed a 
peace treaty with tbe Jewish stale 
and . Syria took a leading role in 
urging an Arab boycott of Cairo. 
Sadat’s successor has since hauled 
Egypt back into Arab councils, 
and ties with Syria were renewed 
last December. 

Mubarak and Assad were once 
teacher and pspQ in an air force 
flying school, bat they have never 


thought alike and areunEkely to 
.do so now on the pressing issues 
feeing dfo region. 

The sfockylEgyptian would like 
- to bring Assad into .the peace 
process r ;frat his ascetic guest 
might weU point oat during their 
talks thatint one inch of Palest^ 
•man landhasbeenregained since 
Egypt signed its treaty with 
had. ^ *i -• 

Wfade brad has returned all 
Egyptian territcoy occupiod in the 
'1967 Middle East, war, Syria’s 
Golan Heights remain occupied, 
along with the West Bank and 
Gaza Ship. 

Diplomats say privately the 
peace process is moribund follow- . 
mg the' emer g ence of die most 
rigfatwing gov e rnment In Israel’s 
history. 

Arab media have ' speculated 
that Mubqogk Will try to engineer 
a rapprochement between - 


Assad andTLO CbainnanYasser 
Anfet ; 

Relations between Syria and 
tire PLO turned sour dnring tbe ' 
1982 Israeli invasion ofLebanon,. 
and worsened further when Sy- 
rian-tracked Palestinian radicals 
drove Arafat and his men from - 
their nortfaeni Lebanese stron- 
ghold of Tripohi, ; \ 

< Syna scoms Arafat's 1988 re- . 
nuqciation of terrorism and 
lacceptanceof Israel’s right to 
jeodst asiineffectnal. For Asad, 
ionfyartned straggle produces re- 


. Indeed, some diplomats say. 
that if Arafat arid Assad do urafre 
up, it wiD not be because of 
. Mubarak’s mediation or because 
Assad has changed' course, but 
because Arafat is under mounting 
pressure from militants in his 
ranks to revive, ties. ; . . .. .. l . 


De Michelis goes disco-dancing 


By John FoDain 

Reuter 

ROME — Italy’s flamboyant 
foreign minister will have little 
time over the next six months to 
indulge in his favourite pastime 
— dancing the night away in a 
disco. 

The shaggy-haired Gianni De 
MkheHs last week took on a 
burden be will rid himself of only 
shortly after Us 50th birthday in 
November — Italy’s turn at the 
helm of the European Commun- 
ity (EC) presidency. 

Despite his formidable girth, 
the unmarried De Micfaefis thinks , 
nothing of hitting the dance floor 
surrounded by women half his 
age. Press photogr ap hers have a 
field day. 

A former chemistry professor 
with big owlish glasses, he has 
long been a fervent advocate of 
dancing as a remedy for stress. A 
guidebook to Italy's top 250 night 
chibs that be wrote two years ago 
has done a brisk trade. 

“I have great fan dancing in 
discos. I think it's very useful not 
only from the physical point of 
view, but also mentally,” be told 
reporters. 

“Some politicians go jogging, 
others like golf.' I like discothe- 
ques. That’s all there is to ft,” 
added De Michelis, who also 1 
heads Italy’s basketball federa- , 
tion. 1 

A socialist, De Michelis' 
approach to the higher calling for 
matters of state is no less inhi- 
bited. | 

On his first trip abroad after | 
being appointed foreign minister 
in July last year, he broke com- 
munity ranks to attend inde- 1 
pendence celebrations in Libya, I 
only to be snubbed by Colonel I 
Muammar Qadhafi who did not i 
receive him. 

Last Christmas saw De Miche- 
Us in Vietnam, the first EC minis- 
ter to visit Hanoi in six years. 
During tbe trip Italy became the 
first EC country to resume aid to 
Vietnam since ft was isolated by 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


the West for invading Cambodia 
in 1978. 

A Venice deputy since 1976, 
De Michelis will need aH the 
diplomatic skills his fabled city 
was once respected for during to 
six months as president of the EC 
Council of Mhtistera. f 

But be has thrown hiaadf host 
and soul into his new respcmsfltn- 
fities — the biggest international 
challenge of a career during 
which he has beaded the state 
parritfo stio a labour mhtis- 
triestftafl as serving as deputy 
premier.' 

De Nficbelis atoo needs success 


to erase a slap in the face deli- 
vered last month by his own 
Prime Minister Ginlio Andreotti 
over the hosting of Expo 2000. 

Andreotti bowed to pressure 
from/Veiiice4overs around the 
world and at the last -minute 
withdrew the Itafi&n bid,' tireless- 
ly spearheaded by De Michelis, 
for the fragile dty to host the 
world fair. 

De MkheHs* struggle to win 
back political credibility comes 
during a testing period for the 
EC. LAmKhing Italy’s presiden- 
cy, EC Gommissiofi President 
Jacques Defers said it would be 


one of tbe 12-nation blocls busiest 
six mont hs yet- 1 ; . 

De MkheHs wante^to jsn^ ^ 

rosis to eoropboria” and haul the 
twelve closer to Italy’s feng-de- 
dared objective, of a racfical, 
fed eralist Europe. • : - 

His arms slicing thrxragb tfie an- 
as Be briefs jo ?-aalists on his 
vision of the - f ut ure Europe; JDe- 
Michelis speaks of “concentric 
circles” and “die acceleration and , 
intensification of the process of 
vertical integfation.” 


Arap Mol defies democracy caHs 


Renter 

NAIROBI — Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi, the latest Afri- 
can leader to face pro-democracy 
protests, is snubbing op ponent s 
and Western calls for reform by 
ordering a security crackdown.. 

Police and paramilitary mats 
have been told to me all neces- 
sary force to quell riots in which 
.15 people have died. 

* Kenya has accused the Umted 
States; a Wfag advocate of re- 
form In Africa, of interfering in 
its Internal affairs. 

“It's obviously a serious situa- 
tion,” one Western diplomat told 
Reuters. H But it could have been 
a tot worse... Kenya’s a very 
strong state.” 

Street protests appeared to 
have subsided on last week and 
the government, which says order 
had been restored, blamed riots 
on criminals rather than political 
protesters. 

Diplomats said tbe capital and 
.other towns remained tense after 
political dissent, fanned by events 
in . Eastern Europe and riots 
elsewhere in Africa, exploded 
into violence in Nairobi early last 
week and spread to towns north 


and west of the capital. : . 

Political unrest has increased 
nn tee mysterious murder in 
tefaniaiy of then Foreign Muns- 
ter Robert Ottko, rumoured to 
have teed at the hands of security 
forces.' - - 

Mol, 65. whose Kenya African 
National Umon (KANU) party 
has been in power since, inde-: 
pendence in 1963, banned 
oppos i tion parties in 1982, the 
year he survived a coup attempt.. 

Political analysts say disaffec- 
tion has been ftieUed by. a ooin- 
fasnation of factors including 
MoTs increasing resistance to dis- 
sent, widespread allegations of 
election rigging, tribal rivalries 
and growing poverty among the 
urban population. 

Lofar army ranks have been, 
angered by promotions for Mpi’s 
minority Kalenjin tribesmen, 
although the Chief of General 
Staff, General Mahmoud 
Mohammed, an ethnic Somali,' 
said the army backed Moi. - 
Churchmen and lawyers 
formed a loose alliance with 
politicians advocating more 
democracy. A two-fingered sa- 
lute has come to symbolise sup- 
port for a multi-party democracy. 
**Tliere is a sense of injustice 


among a tot of sections In socie- 
ty,^ said one Western diplomat. 

Bat he and others noted that 
protesters cafimg.for tee release 
of detainees have been joined by 
rioters demanding . money- from 
bus and car -passengers. - - 
“There’s an foaeasmg .sense' 
that this is a pofitikal thing that 
has been hijacked ffy io^drtun- . 
ists out for a goodtiit ofkxrfing,” 
one diptomm noted. - - : ^ | 
Unlike leaders of Gabon, Ivory 
Ou^:a»d Zaire, ^vvho aH feced 
violent pretests, earlier ’this", year, 
Moi 'has offered no pofitical oon- 
cesstons. 

Diplomats note that Moi has a 
firmer grip on power than ageing 
West African leaders of Zambia’s' 
President Kenneth Kamida, who. 
last monte faced tire greatest 
challenge to his 26-year rule from 
protesters angered by food price 
rises. " : . . 

Moi calls protesters hooligans 
and drug addicts. 

Kenyan authorities detained 11 
people last week, inducting tee 
two most prominent opposition 
figures 1 — former cabinet minis- 
ters Charles Rubia and Kenneth 
Matiba — and lawyers who bade 
demands for a multi-party 
system. 
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Arab children — n 


Lake Ichkeul in Tunisia to be 


investment in develonment wved before saIt y 

By Omar Sattaur this when it established the government, is to : 


By Nrnr Safi 

Special to. The Iordan Times 


AMMAN — Having realised 
that die core of national de- 
velopment lies within invest- 
ment in chfldrea, conferences 
are being held berth at interna- 
bona! and national levels to 
evaluate and ensure the future 
of the child in terms of de- 
velopment and survival. 

Endeavoring to bring all 
efforts together to curb issues 
that hinder the development of 
the child, the . representatives 
of the Arab region gathered 
late m June in Trims in order to 
create a document, which 
would highlight the regional 
background on the child and 
strategies for 1990. 

Acmrdiiig to Sarogini Abra- 
ham, United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fond (UNICEF) deputy 
regional director for East and 
North Africa in Amman, the 
document outlined certain 
goals that need to be followed 
through and the achievements 
of the 1st decade. The first 
priority set by specialists is to 
cut by half the infant mortality 
rate from the 1980 figures. 

Immunization was akn fea- 
tured in the document, said 
Abraham. “By the end of the 
1990’s, children should be im- 
munized by six vaccine pre- 
ventable diseases.” At present, 
immunization in the Arab 
World runs- higher than any m 
other region; at eighty per 
cent. 

The document also outlined 
the need for new goals for tins 
decade in health, education, 
children in conflict situations 
and improvement of life quali- 
ty. 

At a time when die world at 
large is seeking ways to en- 
hance the life of the child, an 
international summit in Am- 
sterdam took place in Jane 
where only children were in- 
vited to attend. The purpose of 
the conference was to give 
children a chance to voice their 
ideas on a better future for 
them and to find the best ways 
to. solve, the environment, 
health, care, natural and: man 
made disasters that retard die-', 
development of a nation. 

The conference was 
attended by 55 conn tries and 
81 participants including a boy 
from Egypt and Iara Smeir 
from Jordan, a 17-year-old 
Jordanian from die National 
Orthodox School. Before 
being accepted Smeir had to 
offer ideas on certain issues. “2 
had to write a new. guideline 
about the factories and the 
environment," she said. "Fac- 
tories should take careful mea- 
sures to dump their waste in 
areas where there are few or 
not inhabitants and- areas 
where the environment would 
not be seriously affected:* 

On the issue of human 
rights, Smeir wrote about the 
rights of the Palestinian chil- 
dren to education. “We further 
discussed -the human -rights 
issue in the conference and the 
outcome was that all heads of 
state should stop their greed 
and should take their people 
into consideration.” 

- One of the main topics at the 
conference was on the “world 


summit for children’ which will 
be held in New Yoric, 29-30 
September. “The fenny thing 
was that even though the world 
summit is tackling issues on the 
future of the child, no child has 
been invited,” said Smeir. The 
Participant’s mission is to con- 
vince all heads of state of their 
respective countries to partici- 
pate in the world summit and 
take a child with them. ”1 
believe that children should be 
consulted on all issues con- 
eming them and since I came 
back from the conference I 
have made this may first goal.” 

The “world summit for chil- 
dren,* which was initiated by 
Egypt* Pakistan, Mali, 
Sweden, Canada and Mexico, 
is aimed at gathering world 
leaders of over 100 govern- 
ments. His Majesty King Hus- 
sein is attending the confer- 
ence. The issues to be delated 
will be investment in children 
and discussing ways of curbing 
the obstacles impeding the de- 
velopment of the child. 

“’UNICEF and the Jorda- 
nian government have been 
working closely in maintaining 
mothers and children issues 
high on the national agenda," 
said Touma Hazou, chief of 
die External Relations Section 
in UNICEF. He added that 
there has been a recommended 
programme for the years 1990 
to 1994 based on child health 
care “in an attempt to solve the 
issues at home on a regional 
level and contribute to enhanc- 
ing development on an interna- 
tional level.” 

The first priority is to con- 
solidate immunization cover- 
age at 90 per cent of all infants 
and to raise the immunization 
coverage for measles at 95 per 
cent, as well as expanding teta- 
nus toxoid coverage to 90 per 
cent of all mothers, according 
to tiie report. 

Abraham affirms that im- 
munization in Jordan is high 
but there is a need to improve 
disease surveillance and moni- 
toring systems. According to 
specialists, diarrhoea is one of 
the main kdler diseases in Jor- 
dan. Although the mortality . 
rate.. has. been redpi^.jfrcgn-, 
five per 1000 live births .in 1985 
to one per 1000 in 1989, the 
project aims -at reducing 
diarrhoea-related mortality by 
50 per cent in children under 
the age of five and ensuring 
that 90 per cent of the cases are 
given appropriate treatment, 
Abraham says. 

-Included in the programme 
is the reduction of pneumonia- 
related infant and child mortal- 
ity by 50 per cent by 1994. “In 
other words, 90 per cent of the 
pneumonia cases should be tre- 
ated through preventive ac- 
tions, antibiotics or higher 
levels of health care,” Abra- 
ham says. 

In terms of childhood dis- 
ability, Jordan will be seeking 
ways to prevent and minimise 
disabilities from preventable 
causes such as poor maternal 
care. “The objectives are to 
reach all families with informa- 
tion on prevention of disabili- 
ties, to ensure that 50 per cent 
of -the new born babies are 
screened for disabilities and to 
test 50 per cent of children 
between the ages of one and 
five.” No recent figures were 


available on the seriousness of 
childhood disability but it is 
speculated that in the low- 
income rural areas, prevent- 
able childhood disabilities are 
high because of a lack of 
awareness on the parents' side. 

According to Abraham, the 
mortality rate in Jordan stands 
at 35 per 1000 live births which 
is a major decline from 1986 
when mortality rate stood at 55 
per 1000 live births. “Because 
of a better survival for chil- 
dren, the psycho-social aspects 
of child growth and develop- 
ment have become higher 
priority concerns in Jordan," 
says a UNICEF report. This 
programme includes using 
mothers as educators and kin- 
dergartens, pre-school and 
day-care centres, conducting 
orientation courses, training 
kindergarten teachers and 
establishing nine appropriate 
day-care centres. 

Malnutrition is an issue of 
concern to Jordan. Although 
no recent data is available to 
detect the factors and patterns, 
UNICEF and the Ministry of 
Health “recognise there is a 
sizeable malnutrition problem 
that needs to be assessed and 
addressed adequately,” 
according to specialists. At 
present there is a survey taking 
place in Jerash to recognize the 
status of malnutrition. Special- 
ists say “the state of child 
growth and nutrition in Jordan 
is expected to worsen in view 
of economic pressures result- 
ing from the new economic 
adjustment and austerity prog- 
ramme. This makes an assess- 
ment of the present situation | 
vital as a reference for future 
plans to address the problem of 
malnutrition.” 

A high standard of maternal 
health is seen as the foundation 
for better child survival. 
According to Abraham, areas 
that need to be focused on are 
ante-natal care, delivery andi 
post-natal care. A survey in 
1988 revealed that over 40 per 
cent of women in Jordan had 
no pre-natal care. The survey 
showed that “the proportion of 
women with adequate pre- 
natal care mcrea^.with urban > 
residence, hlgiser standard of' 
living, education of the mother 
and the average educational 
level of the household mem- 
bers.” 

The programme will focus 
particularly on the disadvan- 
taged groups. The approaches 
will include a combination of 
previous successful program- 
mes and new ones. Abraham 
says. “Jordan is going to be 
bringing these issues to the 
world summit along with the 
participating countries in the 
hope that global goals would 
be set and commitment will be 
undertaken by all countries to 
enhance their nation's de- 
velopment and at the same 
time working towards interna- 
tional development.” 

According to UNICEF pub- 
lications, more that 100 million 
children will die in the 1990’s 
from illness and malnutrition. 
Every day, measles, whooping 
cough and tetanus kill almost 

8.000 children. Diarrhoea] de- 
hydration kills 7,000 children 
daily. And pneumonia kills 

6.000 children each day, say 
the publications. 


LONDON — The Tunisian gov- 
ernment is considering modifying 
a controversial river diversion 
plan that threatens to convert one 
of the last great freshwater lakes 
of North Africa into a salty la- 
goon surrounded by dry marsh. 

The project would divert the 
rivers that feed the wetland of 
Ichkeul in north Tunisia to pro- 
vide water for Tunis and other 
arid parts of the country. 

Lake Ichkeul is linked to the 
sea and periodically receives 
some salt water, so stopping the 
flow of freshwater would turn the 
lake into a large evaporation pan 
and the wetland surrounding it 
into a dry salt marsh. 

A 1976 Agriculture Ministry 
water resources master plan en- 
visaged damming all six of the 
rivers that flow down from Atlas 
Mountains to feed the lake. 

Two large dams, one already in 
use and the other under construc- 
tion, would supply Tunis with 
drinking water and water for in- 
dustry. Four smaller dams would 
provide irrigation for local far- 
mers. Only one has been built so 
far. 

At the same time the Tunisian 
Forestry Directorate invited the 
conservation course of University 
College London (UCL) to advise 
on a management plan for the 
then proposed Ichkeul National 
Park. 

Says Ted Hollis of UCL: “The 
irrigation scheme will never be 
profitable. The costs are bigger 
than evisaged and benefits less." 

Hollis says the plan ignored 
existing economic activity at 
Ichkeul. ITie lake's fisheries are 
worth $1 million a year with 
two-thirds of the catch being ex- 
ported. Local farmers graze 
12,000 cattle on the marshland 
around the lake. 

In ecological terns, Ichkeul is 
priceless. A quarter of a million 
waterfowl from all over northern 
Europe spend the winter there 
and it is also the home of the otter 
and the North African buffalo. 

The government recognised 


this when it established the 
12,000-hectare (29,640-acre) 
Ichkeul National Paris in the late 
1970s. It encompasses the lake,' 
the magnificent dolomitic moun- 
tain that rises out of it and the 
surrounding marshes. 

The park is listed under the 
Ramsar Convention for the Con-, 
servation of Wetlands of Interna- 
tional importance, the World 
Heritage Convention and UN- 
ESCO's network of biosphere re- 
serves making it the world's 
only site listed under all three 
conventions. 

Despite this, the plan for di- 
verting Ichkeul's rivers was not 
reviewed until pressure built up 
from a broad alliance of conser- 
vationists. 

Hollis and other UCL staff, 
together with local non-gov- 
ernmental organisations, officials 
from the environment section of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
officials from France’s National 
Centre for Scientific Research 
proposed a modified plan that 
would preserve the ecology of the 
park while allowing some ex- 
ploitation of its water. 

Proposed modifications include 
building a sluice on a channel 
linking Ichkeul to the sea in order 
to limit outflows of freshwater and 
inflows of sea water. UCL also 
proposes using reservoir water 
from the two large dams already 
build to maintain the level of the 
lake when the sea sluice is closed. 

The third proposal, which is 
likely to be unpalatable to the 


government, is to scrap the three 
unbuilt small dams. 

Until the end of last year, the 
government flatly rejected these 
modifications, not least because 
the country suffered its wont 
drought on record in the winter of 
1987-88, followed by another 
drought the next winter. 

But growing awareness of the 
need to safeguard the environ- 
ment has lent weight to the prop- 
osed modifications. This was in- 
creased when the West German 
government blocked develop- 
ment aid for pan of the water 
resources scheme when it became 
aware of the possible environ- 
mental damage. 

The pressure culminated in a 
seminar earlier this year to con- 
sider the environmental impact of 
the project more thoroughly and 
to look at compensatory mea- 
sures to mitigate them. 

The seminar resulted in the 
Tunisian government launching 
two years of further studies into 
the environmental effects of the 
scheme and malting a public com- 
mitment to safeguard the ecolo- 
gical integrity' of the Ichkeul 
National Park. 

Opponents oi the project hope 
that tiie government may make 
more tangible concessions follow- 
ing an international conference 
on the issue in Montreux, France, 
in July. 

Ichkeul has won a reprieve, for 
the time being at least — Panos 
features. 
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INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT 
SERVICES & TRADING CO 


Shipping Agents & Chartering 
International freight forwarding 
SEA — LAND — AIR 
Customs clearance, packing & crating 
Door to door services 
Agents all over the world 
For more Information please call us on 
Tel: 685306 — 685307 — 605060 — 605675 
Fax: 668041/Tlx: 24567 DIANA JO 
P.O. Box 910545 Amman — Jordan 
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Tourism Marketing Workshop 


The Private Services Development Project 
(PSDP) will be sponsoring a three day 

from 22-24' Jujy 1990 at the Jordan 
intercontinental Hotel, featuring 
intemationat experts from The World Trade 
Institute of New York. Special attention will 
be given to: 

. =?; MARKETING PLANS _ 

^ = TOUR OPERATORS 

f RANSPORTATION SERVICES 
^'TRAVH.AGH4TS^ r 
: RESTAURANTS / CATERING 

HOTEL OPERATIONS 

Registration Fee: J.D. 60.000 
Duration :Three Days ( juncheon Provided) 
For information Concerning Registration Please 
Contact: 

Tel: 686945 Fax 686947 
P.O. Box 830348 (Zahran) 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/SVS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


packing, air freight 

forwarding, DOOR- to 
DOOR SiERVICES A NO 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 
INTT/ EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


eisa 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 

ih£<|iH= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I. Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30% imrgmr 

• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 jr 30 cot 


Saudi Real Estate 


# 1 


EA5TERN 



Shraeisani - Opp. Griodlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 


Renta! Dept 
Call Sofia 687821/22 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR A: SEA FREIGHT 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 

TLX: 23 0 23 POB:8l5 408 

ammanjordan 
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} Now 

Minaret 

REAL ESTATE 



Just Call Us 

Sales Dept. 8 33479 
Rental Dept.833478 



~:..--|NTEBNATION»L 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 

Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


Res:GB5121 


BELLY DANCING 





Tfceftrst&best 
Chines* Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

TakaiwayliaiaMaWa 


a daily. 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7.-00 p.m.'Mkhught 

TeL 838988. 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily I2.H0 • 15-30 
' 18.-00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

' Amman, Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ' 

Mongolian Borboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30 -Midnight > 


UNIVERSAL 
SPECIALISED 
SERVICES EST. 


Specialists in Packing 
Air 4 Sea freight forwarding 
Storage & insurance 
■House - hold affects insured 
by Jordan French Insurance Co. 
Valuable. Commodities 


Please call Tel: 610841 
P.O.Box 8408 Amman. 
I* 1 Circle Jabal Amman 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

“towards 3rti dfde 


AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 


moderate prices 

shemisanu-td ; 660250 
i dosed on roondays) 


bet Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 
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ATHLETICS 


Sprint threatens to upstage 
‘dream mile’ at Bislett Games 


OSLO (R) — The “dream mile,” traditionally the 
high point of the Bislett Games athletics meeting, is 
in danger this year of being upstaged by the sprint 
events. 


Withdrawals and injuries have 
weakened the mile field and the 
nces of a world record Satur- 
. look remote. 

By contrast the sprints are full 
of interest with Olympic cham- 
pion Carl Lewis set to run a gains t 
runner-up Linford Christie in the 
100 metres and Michael Johnson 
ru nning again over the 400. 

Lewis won his 100 at the 
Lausanne Grand Prix Thursday 
while Britain's European cham- 
pion Christie lost for the third 
consecutive time to Leroy Burrell 
in a separate race. * 
Johnson, meanwhile, gave 
another glimpse of his immense 
potential with a devastating vic- 
tory in the 400., 

The withdrawal of Said Aouita 
and recent injuries to Abdi Bile 
and Peter Elliott have adversely 
affected the quality of the “dream ' 
mile." 

Aouita, the world 1,500 
metres record holder, saw his 
season come to an effective end 
when he underwent operations 
on both calves in early June. 
World 1.500 champion Abdi 


Bile, last year’s winner, said 
Thursday : “ I'm not in my best 
shape. I've bad some injuries.” 

And Elliott, unbeaten in 21 
races this year, has run only twice 
since a five-week layoff for a calf 
muscle injury. 

The British Commonwealth 
1,500 champion should still start 
favourite Afer a magnificent start 
to the northern season, including 
the year's fastest times over 800 
metres. 1,500 metres and the 
mile. 

In the 100 metres Lewis is set 
to deal another blow to Christie’s . 
fast fading hopes of being recog- 
nised as the world number one 
this year. 

Lewis powered away over the 
fina 60 metres to win in 10.09 in 
Lausanne while Christie finished 
behmg both Burrell and another 
American Mark Witherspoon in 
his event. 

Lewis is not scheduled to meet 
his Santa Monica Track Club 
team mate Burrell until the good- 
will gam es in Seattle later tins 
month. 

“When we do race against each 


other it’s a great race," Lewis 
told a news conference in Lausan- 
ne Thursday. 

“I believe we are the best two 
dean sprinters of all time and I 
use words loosely." 

Lewis also said he was “80 per 
cent certain" of attempting die 
world long jump record at high 
altitude in Sestriere, Italy, next 
month. 

“It (altitude) aids perform- 
ances," Lewis conceded. “So 
does a following 1.9 metres wind. 
But it’s legal so there’s nothing 
we can do.” 

1 Johnson, fastest man over 200 
tthis year, does not expect great 
thing s here. 

The 22-year-old Texan student 
said after his 400 metres in 
Lausanne that he was very tired 
and would probably race once in 
Barcelona after the Bislett 
Games and then return home. 

Tbe entry has been depleted by 
the withdrawals of American 
worid shot put champion Randy 
Barnes and Britain's world mile 
record bolder Steve Cram. 

Oram, wicncx'of the “dream 
mfle" from 1985-88, had planned 
to run over 800 metres here in a 
tow-key start to his international 
season. 

But organisers said Friday 
Oram had pulled out because of 
an adnBes tendon strain. 


Tour de France picture changing 


VILLARD DE LANS, France 
(Agencies) — Only a day off in 
tbe Tour de France Friday halted 
defending champion Greg 
Lemond’s steady rise toward the 
overall lead. 

Lemond appears ready to 
move out. not having to worry 
about his teammate Ron an Pen- 
sec any more. 

Pensec, who belongs to the 
same French team as Lemond, 
held the yellow jersey of the 
leader Wednesday and Thursday. 
Team strategy, and cycling eti- 
quette, required Lemond to ride 
defensively and protect Pensec. 

Lemond did what was asked of 
him Wednesday when he didn't 
mount an attack np the 1’Alpe 
d’Huez climb that could have 
distanced him from Pensec — as 
well as others. 

But things changed Thursday. 
Pensec lost the lead when he 
came in just ’49th in the 32- 
kilometre individual time trial 
from Fontaine to Vttlard DeLans* 

Ci.vjdio Chiappncci of Italy 
moved into the lead overall with 
an eighth-place clocking. 

i slipped from third to 
lourth overall, but gained 1:37 on 
♦he lead. 

. ric Breukmk of the Nether- 
‘ _i-.ds won the stage, 56 seconds 
ahead of Lemond in fifth. Pedro 
Delguco wai second behind 
Breukink, about 26 seconds * 
ahead of Lemond. 

Breukink moved about 30 


seconds ahead of Lemond overall 
and slipped into third. But 
Lemond is now just 7:27 behind 
Chi applied and has a solid chance 
to defend his title. 

“The race is far from over," 
Lemond said. “There are still 
another 10 days to go. Seven 
minutes are easily lost in the 
mountains. 

Lemond understands team tac- 
tics. In 1985, he was on the same 
team as Bernard Hinault, who 
was going for his fifth Tour de 
France title. Lemond had an 
opportunity to go ahead in that 
race but was held under check by 
team orders. 

Holding back in Wednesday's 
11th stage for Pensec's sake, be 
'permitted others to also stay 
dose- ■ 

“My only regret Wednesday is 
that I could, have had more time 
on Delgado because he was going 
most of tbe work. And I could 
have had more time on Breukink 
and Chiappucri," Lemond said. 

“That’s the way it goes, but 
we're going to race a bit different- 
ly from now on." 

Lemond doesn't appear con- 
cerned about the deficit and the 
others ahead of him. 

“I feel good. Chiappucd rode 
way above his level and I think 
(Eric) Breukink had an excep- 
tional result,” he said. 

Tbe race now enters its final 
week, with the 13th stage sche- 


duled for Saturday. It winds 
down the mo un t a ins to the flat- 
lands as the tour heads south, 
with the Py ren e es coming up on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Meanwhile Gianni Bagno was 
confir m ed as the tiring star of 
Italian cycling when he followed 
the trail of the legendary Fansto 
Coppi to win the prestigious 
l’Alpe d’Huez stage of the Tour 
de France. 

Bagno, who pipped 1989 tear 
winner Greg Lemond in a sprin t 
finish after the toughest mountain 
stage of the race, became the first 
Italian to win at (he Alpine resort 
since Coppi in 1952. 

For the* Swiss-born Bagno, it 
was another triump h to rank 
alongside his Tour of Italy vic- 
tory, his MDan-San Remo dassic 
win and his rise to number one in 
the world rankings — all of which 
he has achieved this season. 

But tire modest 26-year-old re- 
fused to compare himself with 
Coppi, tbe celebrated rider he 
refers to as “grandfather.” 

“It's impossible to emulate 
grandfather Coppi," he said with a 
smile. Conn is the only rider to 
win the tour in the same year as a 
stage triumph in l'Alpe d’Huez. 

Bugno won a stage of the Tour 
de France two years ago in 
Limoges but, until this season, he 
had been slow to fulfil his early 
promise. 
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One of the dead b ring ca rr i e d away during the jBeyari Stadium tragedy far L_ 

For one day at least, England was no. 1 


LONDON (AP) — Its stadiums 
are shabby, its fens remain rowdy 
and it still can’t produce a tennis 
player good enough to get past 
the second round at Wimbledon. 

Forget an that. England was 
back on top of .the sports' heap 
recently, at least in its own pro- 
vincial eyes. 

Fans could fill themselves with 
pride along with beer at the local 
pub as, within A-Vz hours on a 
typically cloudy summer day, two 
events restored the nation so long 
associated with the downside of 
sport to No. 1. - 

First, the European Soccer 
Federation, UEFA, voted to 
readmit English dubs into two of 
its three continental tournaments 
next year. 

The dobs were banned in 1985 
after English fans rampaged 
through a Belgian stadium, kil- 
led 39 people. 

“We are back" read the inch- 
higfa headline on the Evening 
Standard, London's afternoon 
newspaper, and fans were snap- 
ping up copies. 

Soccer and government offi- 
cials were quick to praise the 
move. 

“We see today’s decision as the 
dawning of a new era for English 
football and we deeply welcome 
it,” said British Sports Minister 
Colin Moynihan. 

Then, just as the country was 
drinking in that dram of good 
news came a double shot: Eng- 
land had won a big cricket series 
on home soil for the first time in 
five years. 

Devon Malcolm, a young bow- 
ler first mentioned as a budding 
superstar during a series in die 





Gymnastics and dwnwtng wot popular highlights of tbe 28th German . Gymnastics Festival, hdd in Bocfamn and Dortmund. 

East. West Germans meet at gymnastics gala 


BOCHUM/DORTMUND — 
Euphoria and delight at meet- 
ing again were the keynotes of 
the 28th German Gymnastics 
Festival, held in the Ruhr coal* 
and steel towns of Bochum and 
Dortmund, where the sports 
gala held, pride of place for a 
week. 

About 10,000 participants 
from the East Germany swel- 
led the ranks of 90,000 partici- 
pants in all, part of the first 
all-German gymnastics festival 
since the World War II. 


“German gymnasts are back 
together again,” enthused 
Gunter Borrmann. president' 
of the East German Gymnas- 
tics Association. 

Slight mishaps, such as tbe 
orienteers failing to find the 
stadium because signposting 
was non-existent, were soon 
forgotten in the general atmos- 
phere of sportsmanship and 
goodwill. 

At dozens of events held at 
spoitsgrounds, balls, arenas 
and in pub .c facilities top-rank 
athletes «-.d amateurs in all 


categories testified to the en- 
tire range of sporting activities 
promoted by the German 
Gymnastics League in West 
Germany and its counterpart 
in the East. The two associa- 
tions plan to merge in the none 
too distant future. 

West German Interior 
Minister Wolfgang Schauble, 
the Bonn cabinet minister in 
charge of sport, was carried 
away by the festive atmosphere 
at the final show, seen by a 
crowd of 40,000 at the Rnhr- 
’Stadium in Bochum. The Ger- 


man Gymnastics Festival, with" 
its long-standing traditions, 
was an event unique m the world, he- 
said. 

He called on gymnasts to make 
their contribution toward integrating 
new arrivals, ethnic German and 
alien, in German society. 

“Nowhere can a cordial atti- 
tude toward foreigners be as 
effectively, practised as in 
sport,” $diaub!e said. 

Tbe next gymnastics festival, ‘ 
in Hamburg in 1994. will be 
held in a United Germany — 
German Features. 


West Indies last winter, led Eng- land from the 1986 World Cup 
lan d to a 114-ran victory over are subjects to avoid when peace- 
New Zealand at Edgbaston, near fol conversation is sought hereab- 
Birmin gham . outs. 

Malcolm is a pace bowler, the English race-car driver Nigel 
emovnlAnt of a fastball nitcher in Mansell is a favourite at this 


Birmin gham . outs. 

Malcolm is a pace bowler, the English race-car driver Nigel 
equivalent of a rastball pitcher in Mansell is a favourite at this 
baseball. His feat of taking five of weekend’s British Grand Prix 
the 10 New Zealand wickets — Formula 1 event, and next week 
including bowling newly knighted Nick Faldo of Engjand, probably 
Richard Hadlee for just 13 runs tbe best golfer in the world, has a 
— could be compared with a chance to add the British open to 
pitcher striking out 13 battens and kis U.S. Masters tides from tbe 
capping it by getting Jose Canse- last two years. 


co looking. 


It's not all as rosey as an 


Tbe British Broadcasting Cor- E ng li s h garden. 


po ration (BBC) interrupted his 
television news headlines at 3 
p.m. British summer time (1400 
GMT) to announce, “England 


Soccer authorities still don’t 
know bow they will meet new 
stadium safety rules imposed af- 
ter 95 deaths in a crush of fens at 


have just won the test with New a game last year., The government 
Zealand. " remains red-faced over die expul- 

It was worth bulletin treat- sion of more than 300 English 
meat. England gave tire game to soccer fens from Italy after fights 
the worid but in recent years tbe. hi Sardinia, Rimini and Turin, 
worid has caught np, and tbe last And the t e nn is the land of Fred 
time the English won a home- Perry and Virginia Wade failed to 


the world but in recent years tbe. ® Sardinia, Knnnn and I unn. 
worid has caught np, and tbe last And the t e nn is the land of Fred 
time the English won a home- Percy and Virginia Wade failed to 
field test series — a string of player hit© Sit third round 
major international nu»trh<»s padi of .the men’j.pr women s singles 
lasting five days — was against ® ’Wimbledon again this year. 


Australia in 1985. 

Tuesday’s events heightened 


and British bookies laid odds 
before the tournament of 1,000- 


an already giddy feeling around t©T a gains t a home-grown men s 


English sports. 

The national soccer team did 
much better than expected at tbe 
World Cup, reaching the semifin- 
als before losing in a shootout to 
West Germany, the eventual 
champion. Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher wants to have the 
players over for tea, an unthink- 
able invitation just a month ago. 

The Germans, in turn, beat 
Argentina, the team England 
loves to hate. The Falkland^ war 
and Diego Maradona’s “band of 
God" goal that eliminated Eng- 


champion and 2,000-1 against a 
women’s winner. 

The odds against an alien land- 
ing on Earth this century are 
100 - 1 . 

Those bookies may hum “God 
save tbe Queen” as they figure 
die tnmehes, but they don’t let 
the tune doud their minds. 

When UEFA announced its 
decision on readmission, William 
Hill, one of the country's biggest 
bookmakers, laid odds of 7-1 
against an English club winning a 
European trophy next season. 


MOTOR RACING 


Patrese untouched by 
reaching 200 race landmark 


SILVERSTONE, England (R) 
— Riccardo Patrese will 
approach his 200th Formula one 
(FI) motor race Sunday in exactly 
tbe same way as all die others. 

There will be no special prepa- 
rations for the British Grand 
Prix, no big celebrations and no 
parties when the Italian, climbs 
aboard his Renault-powered Wil- 
liams, looking for only Ins third 
career victoiy. 

Tm in die habit of taking 
Grands Prix as they come, one at 
a time. The day of my 200tb 


Grand Prix, FU get up just as I 
did for the 199th, as I shall for the 
201st — thinking about my grid 
position and my chances of win- 
ning. 

“Not at all about FI records. 
One day, yes. Til look back over 
my career and count op my races. 
But when that day dawns Til no 
longer be a Grand Prix driver — 
and l think that is still a while 
away.” * 

Patrese is a much easier going 
man than he was in his early years 
when he had to overcome a repu- 
tation for reckless driving. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 

01*90 Trtbuna Madia SotIm. toe. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I — Nattier vulnerable, as South 
■you bold: 

*86 9AK5 0AK543 *972 

The bidding has proceeded: 

So«tb West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 9 Pass. 

* 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*86 9AK5 0AK543 *972 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
10 Pass 19 Pass . 

2 9 Pan 2 * Pass 
? 

Wbai do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*86 9AK5 OAK543 4972 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Ernst 

1 0 Pass. 1 9 Pass 

2 9 Pass 2 * Pass 

3 O Pass 4 * Pass 


What do you bid now? 

Q .4— Neither vulnerable, as South 

you bold: 

w 

*AK 9A64 0AKQJ93 *43 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West ..North 

1 * 3 NT Pass Pass 

4 * ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K6543 9 Void 0KQ95 4AQM6 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

Q-6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*210 9A9S75 OA 4AKJ87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North . East 

1 9 Pass 1 * ‘-Pan 

7 J. 


. horoscope 

FORECAST for SATURDAY JULY . 14, 199* 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer; Carrot Righter fcti 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
-strange day m which all kinds of 
benefits can be secured by making 
sure you slide to the compreben- 
ave pofides under which you want 
to operate. Don’t tins over details. 

AWKSr (March* 21 to April 19) A 
tough problem can develop early m 
the day that makes yon think twice 
about proceed in g with a planned 
course and you nave a very inge- 
nious way out to . success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you have in mind about 
your work needs considerable 
more thought arid a new attitude of 
stance is required to use today’s 
aspects to fefi advantage. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
p romise you have made seems 
rttffiraH to do so put yoor attention 
for die moment on some other 
interest and especially along ex- 
pressing your talent. 

MOON CmUHffiN: (June 22 to 
July 21) As the day goes by you 
find less odd events occurring , and 
a long-time partner is the best oue 
to bade up your , attempts to get 
some positive' results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Some 
situation you had expected to dear 
up at home has taken a HHfefMt 
turn so go along with das and then- 
do your project iu an -efficient 

lpmww . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe mb er 
22) Don’t stick around your home 


today but get out in the worid of 
Measure and activity with good 
mends and build up rehtkmships 
' .with them. '. _ 

TJRBAs (September® to October 
-22) Be careful in dashing fix ate 
place to another as .it' is' both 
pbyricaHy and socially unwise but 
put your efforts in improv in g your 
residence. -V-; 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Talre somc titnc out to 
keep cahn and poised despite some 
unusual pleasures mid later you 
will be able to get out 'to enjoy 

some interesting hobby. 
SAGITTARIUS.* (November 22 to 
Decemb er 21)Dou’t be tqnetbe- 
canse you cannot keep same secret 
confiden tial as it w&s boand tO 
come out; put your attention on 
practical affairs. : 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 jo 
J anuary 20) A serious minded 
fimiwi is unable to |IM| 1 y through 
wife some support yon were'to get 
but as day passes yon find it easy to 
handle matters yonredf. ; 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Be leery of fee advice of a 
person who sees the negative side 
of everything and put your ener- 
gies into quietly bnOdmg yourself 
better nubuc image. 


PISCES: (February 20 to'Mardi 
20) Consider wefl how to sidestep 
some outride dSernma feat comes 
up earfy hi the dhy'and instead get 
together with good friends who 
u nders t and you. 



|THAT,®BlAJirai^"WOOT GAME 
by' Henri AmofcJand BobLee' 



Print answer tom: AN 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CROUP FOIST DENTAL WALLOP 
A nsw er. VWwbewokeimteeBnqitownhifeenvxah— . 
THE PILLOW WAS TORN 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. I 


ACROSS 
1 Fr. composer 
Adolphe 
5 Fawn 

9 Have standing 

13 An Anderson 

14 — Saarinen 


17 Summits 

19 King Live” 

20 Creeper? 

21 -Star Wars" 
e.g. 

23 Vane letters 

24 Convened 

26 Show on the 
air 

28 Snake oil 

32 Thirsting 

33 Stagger 

34 Part of 

■ ordnance 
37 Jostle 

40 Crude metal 

41 Altered 

43 Pub drink 

44 Paragon 
4fl Crucifix 

47. Br. weapon 
48 Lounge 
50 Secret place 
52 Moon-shaped 

56 Tctwa. - org. 

57 limp's Mn 
98 Hideaways 
60 Part of TNT 
64 — blue ' 

66 Speak 

hesitantly 

68 Solemn) 8” 

69 Singer Burl 

70 Pa. port 

71 Scorch 

72 Tall tales 
Presses for ’ 
payment 

DOWN - 

1 Siding milieu 

2 Bump off 

3 Opera's -Moffo . 

4 Least 

5 Mo. 

6 Congers 

7 Upright 

8 “Sweet - ■■■ 

■ p 'Grady" 


■»■■■ MHEI 
SUM £!■■■■ 


■■a aun 
i aiaa anal 
annan an 


innaa an 
anna a m 

■ auaHBHH 


®jWg^ s,,w 


9 Eased 

10 Tell — glance 

11 Tattered 

12 Deserves 
16 No in Omsk 
18 Guinness. 

22'Epcot state: 

abbr. 

25 NFL group 
27 140 

28. School dancp 

29 Flight prefix 

30 Gar 

31 USA word: • 
abbr. 

35 Alphabet run . 

36 Fragrance' ‘ 

38 Olive genus 
38 Departed 

41 Type oi signal 

42 Starting 

place 52 

45 Dawn goddess ' 53 
47 Like-some - 54 
hair 55 

49 Grassland ■ . fin-. 
51 State: abbr. 


Yesterday's Razzia 


nnnnna nnran nwiEI 
nnrsn nnm 
;nnnnjn nnnn Bonn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 

nriri ™[] nnmnnn 
nnnnnnnn ruin 
nnnan nmnti raran 
ngnn orannn nnnn, 
nnn nnnnin 

nnnnnrsnnj 

nnnn 

nonnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nf?nnn 
nnaa nnnn nnnren 


Stuff 
Memento 
; Nothing 


, 61 By way x>f_ . ; 
. SZ. Downpour 

• AC' *1 


^ Fountain ' 65- Ovll‘War "' '‘ 
CepL Hootfs ; ^ ; T«terB^->'V' : 
henchman:, ; 67Dankey; ' 












tops JD200 milliop 
iii first half of ’90 


By Samir. Shafiq - 

: Tordan Times staff writer 

AMMAN r- A total of JD 
202:9 million worth of shares 
and bonds 'was the value re- 
corded by the Amman Finan- 
cial Market (AFM) during the 
first half of this year, according 
to an AFM bulletin released 
Thursday. The figure com- 
pares with a total of JD 146.4 
million posted during the first 
half, of 1989. 

. According - to the bulletin, 
the 1990 increase represents a 
36 per cent rise in value which 
covered a turnover of 105 mil- 
lion shares, up 16.2 per cent 
from the 90.3 million shares 
[ which changed hands during 
the first six months of last year. 

Die number of contracts ex- 
ecuted also surged by 16.2 per 
cent reaching 108,257 from last 
year’s 93,130. 

During the first half of this 
year, the daily average of 
shares traded was 734,143. an 
increase of 74J8 per cent over 
the daily average of 420,018 
shares during the first six 
months of 1989. The daily 
average in terms of value was 
JD 1.6 million, up 36.4 per 
cent from 1989 semi-annual 
figure of JD 1.2 million. 

Trading in government de- 
velopment bonds and other 
company debentures took a 
reverse trend this year where- 


by only 131,695 bonds for a 
market value of JD 1.8 million 
were traded. The decline, re- 
spectively by 60.5 per cent and 
67.0 per cent, was a retreat 
from 333,364 bonds valued at 
JD 5.4 million in 1989. 

Trading industrial shares re- 
corded the highest value in 
1990 as it amounted to JD 

100.9 million or 49.8 per cent 
of the total value. 

In second place, at 26.2 per 
cent, financial shares totalled 
JD 53.2 million while, at 21.6 
per cent, services shares came 
in third place with a total of JD 
44 million. 

Insurance shares trailed with 
about JD 5 million represent- 
ing 2.4 per cent of the total. 

Prices of shares during the 
period covered were generally 
higher as the general price 
index dosed at 137.4 points in 
comparison to a dosing of 

127.9 points at the end of the 
period last year. The rise of 9.5 
points represents a 7.4 per cent 
increase. 

The prices of industrial 
shares increased by 36.4 
points, or 30.2 per cent while 
those of financial shares and 
services shares increased by 
10.8 points and 113 points 
representing- a rise of 6.6 per 
cent and 12.9 per cent respec- 
tively. 

Insurance share prices were 
down by 23.3 points or 15.1 per 
cent. 


Malaysia criticises 
industrial nations 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad has said that developed countries designate developing 
nations as “newly industrialised countries (NIC)” merely to 
retard their growth. That designation brings devaluation of the 
NIC’s currency, i mp os i tion of quotas on its exports, withdrawal of 
tariff preferences and judgment of its human and worker’s rights 
performance, Mahathir said. The concept was devised to ensure 
that no other Asian country emerged as a “powerhouse” like 
Japan, the prime minister said on a current affairs programme on 
Television Malaysia. He said Japan was able to graduate to 
developed nations status because the West bad not devised ways 
to block jta gjpwth atthal time, Mahathir said be cUcSn't believe 
Eastern Europe, wh^rWas beginning to adopt the free market 
system, would' be 'considered an NIC. “In my opinion, they 
(Western Europe and the United States) will not block Eastern 
Europe from becoming developed countries, in fact they would 
help them become so,” he said. Mahathir asked what right the 
developed countries would have to declare Malaysia an NIC 
without obtaining Malaysia’s consent or discussing the conditions 
to be set on an NIC. In Asia, Singapore, Hong Kong, South 
Korea and Taiwan are considered NIC’s. 


AMMAN 'EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, July 12, 1990 
Central Bank official rales 


VJ&. defer 
Pound Sterling 
Dentschemark 
Swiss franc 


Buy SeB 

664.0 668.0 
1193.5 1300.7 
399.4 401.8 
470.3 473.1 


Preach franc 119.1 119.8 

Japanese yea (far 100) 446.0 448.7 
Dutch 354.4 356.5 

Swedish c ro wn 110.6 111.3 

Hsian In (for 100) 54.6 54.9 

Belgian franc (for 10) 194.6 195.8 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
le ad in g world currencies and gold against the dollar at nadsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling . 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.801030 

1. 1560/70 

1.6465/70 

1.8560/70 

1.3955/65 

33.89/94 

5.5275/5325 

1206/1207 

147.80/90 

5.9660/9710 

63155/3205 

6.2625/75 

359.05/45 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



TRIGGER 

At 3:30 - 6:30 


BEVERLY HILLS 


At 8:30 p.m. 




Big French companies merge 


PARIS (R) — One of the biggest 
mergers in French corporate his- 
tory went ahead Thursday, unit- 
ing water utility Lyonnaise des 
Eaux and construction group 
Dumez in a move inspired by big 
business prospects in East Ger- 
many. 

“We are talking about rebuild- 
ing East Germany, its infrastruc- 
ture and its roads. We cannot be 
absent from such an enormous 
market,” Dumez Chairman JeaD- 
Paul Parayre said. 

He will be vice-chairman of the 
merged group, to be called Lyon- 
naise des Eaux-Dumez. 

“We have missions in East 
Germany which are besieged by 
town mayors wanting to cooper- 
ate. We have moved doser to 
Dumez in order to satisfy that 


demand,” Lyonnaise Chairman 
Jerome Monod, named as chair- 
man of the new group, told a 
news conference. 

“The size of the new company 
will allow it to compete truly 
effectively on world markets,” he 
added. 

Monod said the merger would 
be on the basis of a share swap, 
with four Lyonnaise shares for 
three Dumez. 

“This deal will give Dumez 
shareholders an instant 46 per 
cent bonus on the basis of the last 
price before shares were sus- 
pended," Monod said. 

“Shareholders in the new com- 
pany will automatically get a 16.2 
per cent rise in earnings per 
share," Monod added. 

Some industry analysts were 


sceptical about the timing of the 
merger, saying it had been 
achieved in baste and that Lyon- 
naise had had to pay over the 
odds to absorb Dumez. 

Monod said the new company 
would have 100,000 employees 
and turnover of 82 billion francs 
(S14.9 billion), a figure which 
includes construction group 
GTM-Entrcpose which Dumez 
controls. 

Excluding GTM, combined 
turnover is around 50 billion 
francs ($9 billion), still making it 
one of the largest mergers of 
French history. 9 

Monod said combined net pro- 
fits for Lyonnaise des Eaux and 
Dumez stood at 1.3 billion francs 
.($236 million) in 1989. 


Jordan studies Jjj 130 m 
solar power plant 


Western summit agrees on need 
to slash agricultural subsidies 


HOUSTON (R) — Leaders of 
the world’s richest industrial 
democracies have put together a 
carefully crafted compromise on 
the thorny question of form trade 
reform. 

Die deal had a little bit of 
something for everybody. 

“It is important that each of us 
makes substantial and gradual 
reductions in support and protec- 
tion of agriculture,** the seven 
leaders said in a communique 
issued after a three-day summit. 

But it did not lay out a schedule 
for the cuts, leaving it to bureauc- 
rats to intensify negotiations to 
find a solution. 

“I am just thrilled with the 
outcome and I am pleased that 
the Europeans are also pleased, 
because that shows that we are 
getting doser together and we*re 
moving the negotiations for- 


ward,” U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive Carla Hills said. 

The issue has dogged major 
nations for 3-!£ years and pits the 
United States, which wants an 
elimination of export subsidies, 
against the European Community 
(EC) which fears that such a 
move will throw many of its 
farmers out of work. 

The communique said reaching 
agreement by July 23 on how to 
cut subsidies was vital to the 
success of world free trade talks. 
That date marks the next meeting 
in Geneva of negotiators for the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 

“We intend to maintain a high 
level of personal involvement to 
exercise the political leadership 
necessary to ensure a successful 
outcome of these negotiations,” 
the communique said. 


After Completion of Renovations 

GRANADA HOTEL 

Welcomes you to a pleasant stay 

First Circle - Jabal Amman - behind 
Saudi Consulate - Tel: 622617/638031 


ENGLISH TEACHERS 
WANTED 

Modern Educational Schools 


is in need of teachers of English. 


Please call 816860 - 816861 


DUTY UNPAID 
CAR FOR SALE 

Ope4-Ascona1.6S, model 1 985 - Sedan - navy blue - automatic 
in excellent condition. 

Only JD 2,500. 

Call 834343, Amman. 


2 floors - 1st floor salon - dining room - sitting room - guest 
room - kitchen. 

2nd floor T.V. room - 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, garden - 
B.B.Q. Area - garage/area ^bdoun. 

Call tel. 821310. 



The 

Rocbok Shop 

SHOES & SPORT WEAR 


Shmeisani- Islamic Bank Bldg. Tel: 6SBTBS 


The final communique had 
enough in it for both sides to be 
able to claim victory. One EC 
official admitted privately that 
meant that perhaps not a whole 
lot had been achieved here in 
narrowing the differences be- 
tween two sides, but at least now 
everyone knew the strength of 
the opinions involved. 

Bush had fought hard, against 
heavy opposition from the Euro- 
pean Community, for slashing 
export subsidies to farmers that 
he said distorted world trade. 

Unable to reach a compromise 
during talks Tuesday, members 
of delegations negotiated through 
the night to reach the agreement 
and enable the leaders to 
announce unity at the conclusion 
of their first economic summit 
since the end of the cold war. 

The communique said the out- 
come of the Geneva negotiations 
should lead to a balance between 
supply and demand in agriculture 
and ensure that agricultural poli- 
cies will not impede effective 
functioning of international mar- 
kets. 

It said reduction of subsidies 
should include all areas currently 
under discussion — internal agri- 
cultural support measures, mar- 
ket access and export subsidies. 

To take into account the differ- 
ing agricultural situations facing 
individual countries, a mechan- 
ism to. measure subsidies should 
be implemented, it said. 


By P.V. Vfrekunand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As international 
feasibility study has established 

that Jordan could be the site for a 
330 million Deutsdwmark (JD 130 
million) solar power plant which 
can benefit the Kingdom in tennn 
of low-cost electricity and adv- 
anced technology. A decision on 
the project is expected in the next 
few months. 

Dus feasibility study, commis- 
sioned by a consortium of 19 
leading companies from West 
Germany, Switzerland, Spain and 
the United States, has found that 
the project could be successfully 
implemented in the southern de- 
sert of the Kingdom to serve as a 
pilot scheme in establishing the 
vast economic potential of solar 
power technology, the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) con- 
firmed Friday. 

According to a JEA spokes- 
man, the 30-megawatt solar tow- 
er plant can have an annual yield 
of between 95 and 100 gigawatts 
at a generating cost of 0.112 
Dentschemark (4.435 fils) per kilo- 
watt hours. Envisaged plans call 
for the sale of the production to 
the JEA, which will also contri- 
bute 10 per cent of the capital 
cost in services and equipment. 


will be secured by the interna- 
tional consortium in the form of 
technical development grants (44 
per cent), 24 per cent in low- 
interest loans, 12 per cent from 
Arab banks, and the rest in part- 
ner equities, according to in- 
formation available to the Jordan 
Times. 

Under the envisaged plans, the 
consortium, led by Phoebus 
Associates of the U.S. including 
Pacific Gas and Electric and 
Bechtel International, will set up 
a company to build and operate 
the plant at an annual operating, 
maintenance and fuel cost of 6.1 

million Dentschemarks (3.6 mil- 
lion). The proposed company and 
the JEA will enter a purchase 
agreement under which the JEA 
will buy the entire production. 

The project, the first of its kind 
in the Middle East, is under study 
by tiie JEA, the spokesman said. 
“But it is too early to announce 
anything more,” tie said, declin- 
ing further comment except that a 


decision was expected in a 
months,* time.” No details 
precise nature of JEA osifySf 
tion to the project wof- ^T 
mediately available. 

“Nothing has been finalised/; 

said a senior JEA official, 
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““ SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED " 

FLAT FOR RENT 

Very nicely furnished, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining, sitting 
room L-shaped, two bathrooms, large kitchen, and two glassed-in 
verandas, with separate central heating, telephone. Rat area 1 BS-square 
metres. The building consists of five flats. 

Location: Sixth Circle, Jabal Amman, near San Rock Hotel 
Tab 813180 - 822718 


>—00 NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY 
CAR FOR SALE 
(Duty unpaid) 

Renault 5 GTL, 1984 
Excellent condition, low mileage 
Price to be discussed 
For more details call Manuel : 

* (03)-3 15- 145(4) between 9 a.m. and 12 a.m. 

* C03)-3 14-897 before 9 a.m. and after 7 p.m. 


AQUAMARIN A 1 + 11 


your BfSTM STONE 

brings you 

Luck & Fulfills^ 

18 KT gold ,n Elusive designs 


would ftESOUP€1 


A8.**?A HOTEL 

AMBAM OTEt 

AMMAN __ 



Promoting tourism for Jordanian only this 
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* * * * Including Gov. Tax * * * * 

Experience an evening with "MAHA" and her BAND, “Gil Amid" in the 
Blue Lagoon Restaurant. 

Coupled with a sumptuous Buffet of Traditional Arabic Dishes. 

For reservation Tel. 318250-315165 
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s World News 


Aquino orders security alert 
after bomb blasts hit Manila 


MANILA (R) — Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino placed security forces on full alert Friday 
after six apparently coordinated bomb explosions 
rocked the capital’s tourist and financial districts. 


A military spokesman said the 
early morning blasts, which 
wrecked the front doors of the 
Ministry of Education, damaged 
cars and blew out glass panels of 
business offices, could be the 
work of rebel soldiers seeking to 
overthrow Aquino. 

Three rifle-launched grenades 
landed but did not explode out- 
side the Ramon Magsaysay Cen- 
tre housing U.S. and other fore- 
ign companies on Manila’s seaf- 
ront. 

Taiwan’s China Airi^es was 
among the offices hit. 

There were no casualties and 
no group has claimed responsibil- 
ity. 

Aquino said in a statement she 
had ordered the military and 
police to conduct a thorough in- 


vestigation and “take all neces- 
sary measures to maintain peace 
and order and thwart terrorist 
activities.” 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos told reporters after meet- 
ing Aquino that the bombings' 
were “intended to create a 
heightened atmosphere of ten- 
sion... (and) uncertainty” in the 
capital. 

"That is the work of the ex- 
treme right or the extreme left... 
intent on destabilising the gov- 
ernment,” Ramos said. He was 
referring to rightwing rebel sol- 
diers linked to six coup attempts 
against Aquino and to Commun- 
ist guerrillas who have been fight-# 
ing the government 21 years. 

“This is something we should 
be very concerned about,” 


Ramos said. But he added: “This 
should not cause us to panic.” 

Aquino was nearly overthrown 
in a coup attempt last December, 
the sixth since she took office in 
1986. Fugitive coup leaders have 
vowed they will not let her finish 
her six-year term, which ends in 
1992. 

A spokesman for the Paramilit- 
ary Constabulary Command, 
which is investigating die inci- 
dents, said the attacks suggested 
army dissidents were involved. 

“Our initial assessment is that 
this was the work of the right- 
ists," the spokesman said. 

“These incidents were 
apparently intended to scare and 
instil fear among our people... 
specially, perhaps, the business 
community and our foreign inves- 
tors in the Philippines," Armed 
Forces Chief General Renato de 
Villa said. 

Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
giapus said attacks by Communist 


guerrillas, in Manila were the re- 
sult of military successes against 
the insurgency in the countryside. 

But he denied that recent kill- 
ings in Manila and threats to 
Americans reflected a general 
disintegration of security and said 
only parts of the country were 
affected by the insurgency. 

He told reporters he had not 
thought it necessary for the Un- 
ited States to withdraw its Peace 
Corps volunteers from the coun- 
try because of fear of attacks 
against them. 

“I think the decision of the 
U.S. to withdraw the Peace - 
Corps was .done honestly and 
sincerely, but I think precipitate- 
ly. I don’t think it was a necessary 
step to take.” 

Four of Friday’s explosions, 
from home-made plastic devices, 
occurred within minutes of each 
other at Manila's Ermia tourist 
belt near three luxury hotels. 
Two parked cars were damaged. 


Senate nears accord on 
trimmed defence spending 


Burmese 
opposition 
warnea not • 
to declare 
government 

RANGOON, Burma (AP) — 
The military junta Friday told the 
opposition that scored a landslide 
election victory six weeks ago not 
to try to declare a government. 

Maj.-Gen. FChin Nyunt, the 
head of military intelligence, said 
the junta would not yield to 
international demands that it 
transfer power to the National 
League for Dem trary and re- 
lease the opposition group's 
general secretary, Aui« v V i- Suu 
Kyi. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, the daugn.er of 
Burma's foremost independence 
hero, has been under house arrest 
since last July 20. 

“The (junta) is a military gov- 
ernment ruling the country under 
martial law. No attempt for a 
unilateral declaration of govern- 
ment wil be tolerated.’’ Khin 
Nyunt told the weekly govern- 
ment news briefing in Rangoon. 

He acknowledged international 
pressure to transfer power and free 
Ms. Suu Kyi, “but we do not care 
at all about such threats." 

The pressure amounted to “un- 
due interference in the internal 
affairs of our country,” Khin 
Nyunt said. 

The junta took power in 1988, 
brutally crushing a national upris- 
ing for democracy. It allowed the 
nation’s first free election in 30 
years to be held on May 27. The 
National League trounced the 
military, winning 3% of 485 par- 
liamentary seats. 

The military government says 
the newly elected parliament 
must approve a constitutor! be- 
fore it can govern. In the pas*, it 
had said the parliament could 
choose between two previous 
constitutions or draw up a new' 
one. 

The National League has said it 
wishes to adapt the constitution 
of 1947, used after Burma gained 
independence from Britain the 
following year. 

But Khin Nyunt said “both the 
1947 and 1974 constitutions are 
no longer adaptable to the coun- 
try’s present situation," adding: 
“Hence an entirely new constitu- 
tion which would not entail legal' 
problems arising out of its short- 
comings must be drawn.” 

The military would be willing 
to bold talks with political leaders 
only when all election expenses 
and objections had been cleared 
by the elections commission, 
Khin Nyunt said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
influential Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee early Friday 
approved a S289-bflKon defence 
bill that cuts troop strength in 
Europe by 50,000, congressional 
sources said. 

In a session that began early 
Thursday and ended shortly after 
1 a.m. (0500 GMT) Friday, the 
committee agreed to an overall 
budget that is $18 billion less than 
President George Bush proposed 
in January. 

The committee, as expected 
agreed to the total its chairman. 
Sen. Sam Nunn, had called for in 
military spending. The sources 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

But in a surprise move, the 
panel adopted a measure that 
reduces that armed forces in 
Europe, an issue left unresolved 
by U.S. and Soviet negotiators 
after stalled talks on cutting con- 
ventional forces. 

All total, the panel agreed to a 
100,000-person reduction in milit- 
ary personnel. 

Nunn has told the committee to 
draw up legislation to two num- 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC), which accuses the 
South African justice system of 
bias, wants “people's courts" run 
by community workers in a post- 
apartheid society. 

“Justice in South Africa even 
without apartheid is justice for 
the chosen few, the rich,” Pen- 
well Maduna, an official of the 
ANC’s Legal and Constitutional 
Affairs Department, told a law 
conference Thursday evening. 

“The whole approach to law 
and human rights will have to be 
fundamentally transformed," he 
said. An appropriate role should 
be found for “people’s courts” to 
be ran by community workers or 
people with basic skills in law. 

Informal people's courts were 
set up by anti-apartheid groups in 
townships during a 1984-86 
nationwide uprising against white 
rule and some still operate. 

Courts executed suspected 
police spies and forced people to 
walk naked in public or drink 
cooking oil for breaking strikes or 
consumer boycotts. 

Critics said the courts were a 
form of mob rule. Activists said 
they were the only instrument of 
social cohesion in areas devas- 
tated by mass arrests and raids by 
security forces. 

Maduna said denial of justice 
to the black majority was one of 


bers — his preferred budget level 
of $289 billion and the Senate 
budget Committee-approved 
level of $286 billion. 

Bush proposed $307 trillion in 
Defence spending for fiscal 1991, 
but it has been a given that 
Congress would cut the budget 

As expected, the committee 
gave tentative agreement to limit- 
ing money for the two land-based 
nuclear missiles — the MX and 
Midgetman — to only research 
and development funds. 

The administration requested 
more than $2.2 billion for the two 
missiles but the committee ear- 
marked $548 million for the MX 
and $202 million for the Midget- 
man, said sources, who requested 
anonymity. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney also proposed cancelling 
the V-22 Osprey, the tilt-rotor 
aircraft that takes off like a heli- 
copter and flies like a plane. But 
the armed services panel tenta- 
tively agreed to more than 200 
million in research and develop- 
ment funds for the aircraft. 


the legacies of 40 years of formal 
race segregation. Reforms to law 
and human rights should incorpo- 
rate elements from indigenous 
African traditions. 

Anti-apartheid groups say lower 
courts which deal with most cases 
involving blacks are strongly 
biased in favour of whites. They 
cite cases of magistrates imposing 
fines and suspended prison sent- 
ences on white farmers who tilled 
black labourers. 

Mandela in Nairobi 

In a separate development. 
Nelson Mandela, who is suffering 
from a mild case of pneumonia, 
arrived Wednesday in Nairobi, 
Kenya, and was whisked into the 
city after a low-key arrival cere- 
mony at the airport. 

The Star newspaper of Johan- 
nesburg said the 71-year-old 
ANC vice president had con- 
tracted a slight case of pneumonia 
and was seeking treatment in 
Nairobi. 

A member of Mandela’s en- 
tourage, contacted at President 
Daniel Arap Moi’s official resi- 
dence, said Mandela bad con- 
tracted a slight cold while in 
Ethiopia and was resting. 

“I can assure you be is not at 
. any hospital," said the aide, who 
reftrsed to identify herself. She 
would not reveal Mandela’s 
whereabouts. 


ANC wants ‘people’s 
courts’ in S. Africa 


U.K. minister returns to major , 
row over criticism of Germany 


LONDON (AP) — British Trade 
Secretary Nicholas Ridley returns 
Friday under attack for remarks 
he made accusing West Germany 
of seeking to dominate Europe 
and comparing common market 
institutions with Adolf Hitler. 

Ridley, who has been on a 
trade visit to Hungary, withdrew 
the remarks hours after they were 
published Thursday in the Spec- 
tator, a weekly London magazine 
of politics and current affairs. 

His outspoken interview pro- 
* ■ angry reaction both in Ger- 

.ainy and at home and British 
newspapers predicted Friday that 
his position as a leading member 
of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s cabinet was 
threatened. 

The Times of London head- 
lined its report: “Ridley’s future 
in the cabinet cast into doubt.” 
The Independent wrote: “Be- 
leaguered Ridley expected to 
quit.” the Daily Telegraph said: 
“Ridley under pressure to res- 


ign." 

Robin Leigh -Pemberton, the 
governor of the Bank of England, 
said in a television interview with 
the British Broadcasting Corp. 
Thursday night that Ridley’s re- 
marks had undermined the 
Thatcher government’s economic 
policy. 

“They are exaggerating and 
they are extreme and they are to 
the contrary of what Chancellor 
(of the exechequer) John Major 
(the cabinet member responsible 
for national finances) is seeking 
to pursue,” Leigh-Pemberton 
said. 

Mrs. Thatcher told the House 
Of Commons Thursday that Rid- 
ley was not reflecting government 
policy, nor her own views, but 
she rejected demands for his dis- 
missal. 

But news reports said Ridley 
was under strong pressure from 
many legislators in her rating 


Conservative Party to resign. 

Opposition Labour Party lead- 
er Neil Kinnock told the Com- 
mons Thursday that Thatcher 
should recognise the interview “is 
not just deeply offensive to our 
allies and partners, but deeply 
damaging to our country’s in- 
terests, and he must go." 

Ridley, 61, the younger son of 
Viscount Ridley, has survived 
many previous controversies be- 
cause of his dose political rela- 
tionship with Thatcher. 

In the spectator interivew, Rid- 
ley said the West German gov- 
ernment’s support for European 
Monetary Union, “is all a Ger- 
man racket designed to take over 
the whole of Europe. It has to be 
thwarted." 

“This rushed take-over by the 
Germans on the worst possible 
basis, with the French behaving 
like poodles to the Germans, is 
absolutely intolerable,” Ridley 
jsaid. 


No peace 
without 

independence: 
Kashmiri 
rebel chief 

MUZAFFARABAD, Pa kistan 
(R) — The leader of the main 
militant group waging a bloody 
guerrilla war against Indian rule 
in Kashmir has said peace is 
impossible unless both Pakistan 
and India agree to let the state 
become independent. 

Amannllah Khan, chairman of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 
tion Front (JKLF), said late 
Thursday that next week's talks 
between India and Pakistan 
would be pointless unless they 
dealt with the issue of Kashmiri 
self-determination . 

“Simply talking about main- 
taining peace is not our goal," 
Khan said in an interview at bis 
heavily-guarded headquarters in 
Muzaffarabad. 

“We stand for the complete 
independence of the state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir. We want self- 
determination, and we will fight 
to the last man to get it,” be said. 

The JKLF is spearheading a 
violent secessionist drive by Mus- 
lims in the Kashmir Valley, two- 
thirds of which is under Indian 
control. 

The violence has killed more 
than 700 people and severely 
strained relations between India 
and Pakistan, which have fought 
two of their three wars over 
Kashmir. 

Foreign affairs officials from 
the two sides will meet in Islama- 
bad on July 18 and 19. 

New Delhi claims the entire 
state, but Islamabad wants Kash- 
miris, most of whom are Muslim, 
to choose in a United Nations- | 
mandated plebiscite whether to 
belong to Hindu majority India 
or Islamic Pakistan. 

Neither side wants Kashmir to 
become independent. 

Despite dialogue between the 
two countries, Khan said the 
JKLF would not scale down its 
armed straggle or agree to a 
ceasefire during the talks. 

He also rejected as “complete 
nonsense” a statement by Kash- 
mir’s Indian-appointed governor 
Wednesday that certain militant 
group favoured talks to reach a 
political settlement. . 

“They have tried this tactic a 
number of times," he said. “But 
we have experience with India. 
When the pressure is on, India 
wants to talk. When the pressure 
comes off, India will bad: out 
shamelessly like a prostitute.” 

Khan said his group, although 
based in Pakistani -con trolled 
“Azad” (free’’) Kashmir, would 
insist that both Pakistan and In- 
dia withdraw from the state be- 
fore any plebiscite is taken. 

“If a plebiscite were taken to- 
day or in the next six months, I 
am sure independence would be 
the choice,” be said, adding that 
any Pakistani hopes to absorb the 
state were “purely wishful 
thinking.” 

Khan’s shaky relationship with 
the Pakistan government took a 
turn for the worse when he 
announced on June 18 the forma- 
tion of a provisional government 
of an independent Jammu Kash- 
mir. Both India and Pakistan 
swiftly rejected the idea. 

Khan, a 25-year veteran of the 
Kashmiri nationalist movement, 
said the provisional government 
would coordinate policy among 
the different underground groups 
and publicise their -cause over- 
seas. 

“It is our guns, plus our inter- 
national activity, which will have 
the most effective role in leading 
us to our goal,” he said. 

Khan’s position as head of the 
JKLF came under attack m June 
by some senior members who felt 
his announcement of a new gov- 
ernment came too soon. 
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Liberian rebels sit in the boot of a car beading for Monrovia 


Rebels in captured coast guard 
cutters attack Monrovia port 


MONROVIA (R) — Rebels 
trying to topple Liberian Presi- 
dent Samuel Doe have fired at 
Monrovia's port in a raid aboard 
two captured coastguard cutters. 

Both vessels flew the scarlet 
rebel flag when they launched the 
raid early in the morning. But 
they were turned back by a rocket 
and fire from a heavy machine 
gun installed on the quay last 
week after rebels stole a cutter 
from the port, coastguard offi- 
cials said. 

A cannon at Doe’s fortified 
cliff-top mansion, one mile (1.6 


kilometres) from the port,. fired 
twice at the rebels but missed. 

The Coastguard Service no lon- 
ger has any patrol boats. One 
cutter was captured last Friday 
and the other is believed t^have 
been taken by rebels near Green- 
ville, the port which serves tbe 
eastern pait of Liberia, including 
Doe's home region, - Grand 
Gedeh county. 


flee Monrovia he migfat prefer, to 
go to Grand Gedeb rather than 
leave the country. . 

The United States has said its 
offer to evacuate Doe applies 
only if he is willing to leave the 
country. 


Doe’s forces have been flying 
men and equipment to Grand 
Gedeh for weeks. Liberians dose 
to Doe say that if be is forced to 


The recently appointed chief of 
staff, Lieutenant-General 
Charles Julu, formerly head of 
Doe’s executive mansion guard, 
w as-said by associates to be back 
in Monrovia. Earlier reports said 
he had resigned and had left 'the 
country. 


4 Seoul opposition MPs resign 


as political crisis deepens 


SEOUL (R) — Four South Ko- 
rean opposition lawmakers res- 
igned Friday and television work- 
ers began a strike over efforts by 
the ruling party to force con- 
troversial bills through parlia- 
ment. 

The four opposition members 
said in a joint statement that “tbe 
current National Assembly is 
already out of the picture in 
efforts to implement reforms . .. it 
is only harassing the people by 
producing vicious laws.” 

State radio said five more 
opposition members of parlia- 
ment had said they would quit. 

Dozens of opposition politi- 
cians stayed overnight at a 
National Assembly room and 
scuffled with members of the 
ruling Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) trying to open a session to 
push through various bills. 

“By quitting the parliament, 
we are protesting with our whole 
bodies at the abuse of power by 
the regime of the Democratic 
Liberal Party...,” ihe four said in 
the statement. 

They urged tbe dissolution of 
-parliament which they said had 
turned into a “rubber stamp 
legislature” since the formation 
of the DLP by the merger of two 
opposition parties and President 
Roh Tae- Woo's ruling group ear- 
lier this year. 

The DLP holds more than a 
two thirds majority in the 299- 
member house, enough to amend 
the constitution. 

Hundreds of workers at the 


nation’s second TV network, 
Munhwa Broadcasting Corp 
(MBC), stayed away from work 
Friday, disrupting many prog- 
rammes. 

Tbe strikers were protesting 
against tbe DLFs unilateral pas- 
sage throngh a parliamentary 
committee of a broadcasting bill 
which they say contains provi- 
sions curbing press freedom. 

“Our righteous straggle will 
continue even though all of us are 
put under arrest," union leader 
Ahon Song-11 told reporters. 

Thousands of workers at the 
state-run Korea Broadcasting 
System (KBS) and two other pri- 
vate radio stations Friday began 
voting separately to decide 
whether to go on strike. 

The new broadcasting bill 
would create a private television 
station and reorganise the KBS, 
which is the mam MBC share- 
holder. 

Opposition politicians and 
broadcasting unions accused the 
government of trying to streng- 
then its grip over broadcasting 
stations by setting up a docile new 
station. 

Government officials have said 
the new bill is intended to intro- 
duce competition and broaden 
consumer choice. 

Io the provincial capital of 
Kwangju, about 200 radical stu- 
dents hurled firebombs at a gov- 
ernment building Friday and 
were dispersed by riot police who 
resorted to tear gas, said the 
Joong-Ang Daily News. 


“Repeal (the) evil broadcasting 
law,” about 400 workers shouted 
outside MBC headquarters in 
Seoul. “Let’s protect public 
broadcasting system.”-- 
Most of MBCsnews program- 
mes were shortened or cancelled 
and senior management officials, 
took over programming responsi- 
bilities, the network said. About 
1,000 of tile network’s 1,400 em- 
ployees are unionised.' 

. A ottttement released by -the 
four lawmakers charged the 
assembly has become a “rubber- 
stamping body to pass undemo- 
cratic administration-sponsored 
law bills.” They said it was the 
result of a pierger of Rob’s ruling 
party with two conservative 
opposition parties in February. 
The merger gave the ruling party 
control of 218 of the total 299 
votes. 


Opposition lawmakers, dissn 
dents and radical students have 
called tire merger a political coup. 

The four who resigned were 
elected , to four-year terms in 
April 1988. They were Kim Jung- 
Kil, Lee Oral, Noh Moo-Hyim, 
all from the splinter Democratic 
Party, and Lee Hae-Cbangof the 
main opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy. 

Under the law, resignations are 
subject to consent through plen- 
ary session- voting when the 
assembly is in session. The assem- 
bly was . not expected to vote 
before its current session ends 
Monday. 


Fang: Hong Kong rights will go if 
Peking .leadership stays unchanged 



Biishdrowns^ 
intrudingratin - 
White House pool 


HOUSTON (R) — U,S, Presi- 
dent Geoige Bush , dogged by a 
wimp image during. his 'election 
campaign, turned. hero when wife 
Barbara (bnfronted a'rat in the 
White House swimming. .pool. 
The Houston Post newspaper 
quoted Mrs. Bush as saying that 
during a daily swim some months 
ago she .encotpitered.a ; rat.'“It did 
not look like. aWalrDisney rat," 
due said in Houston where lead- 
ers of tiie world’s seven richest 
nations were bolding -an econo- 
mic summit “I swim with a mask 
and it just went right by in front 
of me. “Fortunately George Bosh 
.was there and drowned th e beast. 
It was bOTTTbiej" sbe added. 


TV shows new : 

weather map for 
united Germany;, 


BONN (R) — West German tele- 
vision has- a. , new. .weather, map 
showing East and West Germany 
united, sbr : months too soon. 
Clouds are gathering. “Weather 
maps cannot be political,” thun- 
dered Hd'ko_EngeUces^ deputy 
chief editor of the nightly Tagess- 
cfaau programme. 'on the national 
ARD network: A storm in a 
teaoq>? ‘ ’The. newuiap came like 
a bolt of Hghtning to the news Staff 
at.the station which prides itself on 
accuracy,” Ehgelkes said. The 
map shows a Germany without 
internal borders. It highlights East 
German cities such as Leipzig arid 
Dresden ra the sameway as 
Western centres Uke Hamburg, 
Cologne, and Munich. ‘ Said one 
Bonn resident dryly: ‘‘What does, 
it matter? ft rains on Communists 
the same as capitalists- Anyway, 
it’s, nearly always cloudy on both 
rides of tiie border.” Although 
the ^two countries are moving 
towards, unification, and have 
already -combined, their econo- 
mies, full unity, is pot . (expected 
until ~ at least after* December’s 
pan-German elections. — - . 


Over 5,000 ^dents 
exgeffed^^;{ 
^eiitlng3 t f ; v . 


DHAKATR) thin 5,000 
students Have been expelled from 
Bangladesh coUeges in ^govern- 
ment crackdown on: cheating in 
examinations, education officials 
said Friday.. They said those ex- 
pelled were among nearly one 
minion students sitting _a week- 
long nationwide examination that 
started Thursday. Most students 
were caught trying to copy from- 
note books hidden under their, 
clothes, one official said. He said' 
the government took a tough line 
after some students demanded 
that copying from books during' 
examinations be legalised. “Their 
demand was. a challenge to our 
values,- -so we had-to- do- some— 
tiling," said the official,. 


LONDON (R) — Exiled Chinese 
dissident Fang Lizhi predicts all 
democratic rights in Hong Kong 
will be removed if the current 
Peking leadership remains in 
power when tbe colony reverts to 
Chinese rale in 1997. 

Fang who left China for Britain 
last month, made his comments 
in an interview published Friday 
in the London newspaper Tbe 
Independent. The astrophysicist 
is expected to settle in the United 
States soon after accepting an 
invitation to do research at Prin- 
ceton University in New Jersey. 

“1 understand your (the Brit- 
ish) concern about the Hong 
Kong issue. I have many friends 
there. They are very afraid that 
there is no guarantee of democra- 
cy after 1997," Fang told the 
newspaper. 


“If tbe same people are still in 
power in Peking then, there is no 
doubt that they will remove all 
democratic rights in Hong Kong, 
whatever their promises now." 

Hong Kong is scheduled to 
revert to Chinese sovereignty in 
1997 when Britain's lease on the 
colony expires. 

Fang, 54, and his wife Li Sbu- 
xian flew to Britain aboard a U.S. 
Air Force transport jet from Pek- 
ing on June 25. 

Their arrival followed an 
agreement between China. Bri- 
tain and the Ltaited States allow- 
ing them to leave the U.S. embas- 
sy in Peking, where they had 
been since taking refuge during 
the Chinese government’s milit- 
ary crackdown on pro-democracy 
students in June 1989. Western 


news reports said Chinese forces 
killed hundreds, possibly 
thousands, in roads near Peking's 
Tiananmen Square. 

The couple’s elder son. Fang 
Ke, a student at Wayne Stale Uni- 
versity in Michigan, arrived in 
Britain from Detroit on June 27 
to join his parents. 

Their younger son. Fang Zhe, 
also is with them in Britain. A 
student at Peking University, he 
was allowed to leave China a few 
days after bis parents' departure. 

Fang was formally invited to 
Britain by the Royal Society, 
Britain's oldest and most presti- 
gious scientific organisation. Ear- 
lier this month be took the post of 
senior visiting fellow at the Insti- 
tute of Astronomy at Cambridge 
University. He did research at 
Cambridge University 10 years 
ago. 


The British Foreign Office said 
when the couple arrived last 
month that they had been granted 
standard six-month tourist visas. 

The Independent said Friday 
that Fang is expected to settle in 
the United States in a few 
months’ time. But it quoted him 
as saying in the interview; “part 
of my heart is still in China.” . 

It said he confirmed in the 
interview that the Chinese au : 
thorities had insisted in negotia : 
tions with Washington that the 
couple should travel to a third 
country, Britain, to avoid the 
appearance of giving in to U.S. 
pressure. 

The paper quoted Fang as 
saying that Britain should not 
allow its concern over the future 


of Hong Kong to prevent it from 
speaking out clearly against hu- 
man rights abuses in China. 

U said he urged Britain to lead 
the international community in 
maintaining pressure on the 
Chinese authorities. 

The newspaper quoted him as 
saying: “Compared to some 
countries, like France, the British 
government is not critical enough 
of the human rights situation in 
China... 

“The British could do more to 
support tire people of Hong Kong 
by giving them what they want — 
which is political and economic 
freedom — ■ and then - ensuring 
through world pressure that ihe 
system is maintained, sanctions 
do work." 

The Independent added: “Pro- 
fessor Fang intends to remain 
involved in the Chinese democra- 
cy movement, speaking out in 
particular for the intellectuals still 
in prison. 

“He hopes to retain home be- 
_fore too long — ‘if we could 
exercise all the rights citizens 
theoretically hold under the Con- 
stitution’ — but concedes that 
Deng Xiaoping, the country’s 85- 
year-old leader, who nurses per-' 
sonal enmity against him. will 
probably have to die first.” 

Fang predicted, big changes in 
China before the end. of this 
decade. 

“The pressures are simply too 
great,” he smd.^'Sfiidenfs may be .' 
afraid to speak out. after the 
Tiananmen massacre, but since 
last year more and' more people 
have learned to think indepen- 
dently.” 


Calligrapher - 
squeezes 
2,300 characters 
onto a stamp - 


HONG KONG (R) — An expert 
calligrapher has squeezed 2300 
Chinese characters — all of them 
legible — onto a postagestamp, 
Peking’s China New Service 
said. Zhou Xinshen wrote 150 
poems from' the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907 AD) on the stamp, 
which measured 0:88 square in- 
ches (5.72 square centimetres), 
the news service said. The charac- 
ters could be read dearly by 
magnifying . them 20 times, the 
hews agency, monitored in Hong 
Kong, said in a report It was not 
the first time Zhou, had cramped 
his style — last year he .c rammed 
49 episodes, or 280 ,000 -charac- 
ters, of the Chinese literary clas- 
sic Dream of ffieiRerf: Chamber 
-<mto a nine inch (22.86 cen- 
tanetre) paper fan. 


Skydfrer lands 
on moving car. 


OSLO (AP) — ; Deep foo 

nn -A -..5 , .. 


on the hood and roof of > 
Hoen’s car may raise spine 
rows, be told a newspaper, 
was driving atSOkflomet 
hourSaturday near the m 
Skien, 100 kflometres sou 
of Oslo, when arrcfffHfouri 
diver landed feet first on ir 
hood, -the Oslo newspajx 

(fenc rtmu. ... * 


“I OT a pair of feet and sOme-- 

b°dy s learendmmywindrfnpld 

and then it went bang. ! terd^o 


uKiiin on 

and . looked bade' at tl 
ist Tn a ditch, ” Jioe 
impact: smashed ft 

T*ot named in xbe rep 


ju^a^ia... 









